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The Fourteenth Volume—continued 


1888 


6th FEBRUARY. A spiral staircase connecting the Lower and Upper Halls was 
authorised at an estimated cost of £32, 8s. in preference to a scheme for a larger and 
more spacious staircase at an estimated cost of £300. 


17th Marcu. The Society approved the Report by the Committee on Bills 
recommending that “ The Limited Owners Scotland Bill” should be opposed. 
“by a Petition to Parliament if necessary ’”’—on the ground inter alia that if 
the Bill became law “the land laws of Scotland will be plunged into a state of 
confusion.” 


9th APRIL. The Society approved of the design for the window in the Upper 
Hall in commemoration of Her Majesty’s Jubilee. 


28th May. The Society having heard with sincere regret of the death on 27th 
inst. of Mr John Clerk Brodie, late Deputy Keeper of the Signet, recorded their 
high appreciation of his services. 


19th NovEmBER. The Curators of the library, as a Special Committee appointed - 
in February last to consider in “ what manner additional accommodation can be 
provided whether by enlarging the present premises, by the acquisition of new 
premises or otherwise,” having reported that, after consultation with Mr Sydney 
Mitchell, Architect, it was found impossible to obtain additional accommodation 
by enlarging the premises, suggested the acquisition by the Society of ground be- 
longing to the Commissioners of Supply for the County of Edinburgh lying to the 
west of the Society’s present premises—and a further remit made to the Committee 
to enter into negotiations with the County Clerk thereanent. 


2B2 
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1889 


4th FEBRUARY. The Curators of the library reported against the proposal to 
establish a Branch Library in the New Town on the ground that there was 
no necessity for same, and that “ the great expense involved was in itself a sufficient 
reason against attempting anything of the kind at present ”—and the Society 
agreed. 


18th NovemBer. The Earl of Glasgow, Keeper of the Signet, presided at this 
meeting, and stated that Mr Charles B. Logan having, on 18th September last, 
resigned the Office of Deputy Keeper, he had on 19th October last reappointed him 
to the Office. 

The Deputy Keeper moved a vote of thanks to the Keeper for presiding and 
expressed the pleasure it would give to the Society to see His Lordship in the Chair 
as often as he should find it convenient to be present. 


1890 


Ist May. The death of the Earl of Glasgow, Keeper of the Signet, was reported, 
and the Society passed a resolution recording their deep regret and their high appre- 
ciation of the interest which His Lordship always took in the affairs of the Society. 

Mr Logan’s appointment as Deputy Keeper of the Signet having fallen by reason 
of Lord Glasgow’s death, his appointment as Interim Keeper of the Signet was 
intimated. 


[Note.—30th May. The Duke of Montrose was appointed Lord Clerk 
Register and Keeper of the Signet, and subsequently confirmed Mr Charles 
Bowman Logan as D.K.S.] 


17th NovemsBer. The Report of the Committee appointed by Minute of 7th 
February 1887 ‘ to examine the Records with a view to preparing a short historical 
account of the Society, a list of past and present members with any particulars 
calculated to be of interest,” was approved. In that Report the Committee stated 
that their labours had been embodied in a Volume which contained an historical 
account of the Society, its library, finances, and Widows’ Fund, with an Appendix 
containing lists of past members from 1594 to the present time and an Abstract of 
the Minutes for the same period. The total cost of the work would amount to between 
£700 and £800; and approval was given to have five hundred copies printed, and 
that a copy should be presented to each member of the Society who applied for it. 

A letter was read from Mrs W. R. Kermack asking permission to put in a memorial 
window in the Signet Library in memory of her late husband Mr William Ramsay 
Kermack, Fiscal to the Society, and this was gratefully accepted. 


1891 


25th May. A letter was read from Mr J. Gibson offering to present to the Society 
a Marble Bust by Sir John Steel, R.S.A., of his grandfather, the late Mr John Gibson, 
Junior, W.S., who was for several years Treasurer to the Society. The Society 
gratefully accepted the gift and thanked Mr Gibson. 


16th NOVEMBER. The Deputy Keeper referred to the death of the late Lord 
President Inglis on 20th August last, and the Society recorded their sense of the 
great loss which the Judicial Bench, the whole College of Justice, and the country 
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generally had sustained in the death of a Judge, who for upwards of twenty-four 
years had presided over the Court of Session with pre-eminent ability and success, 
and for whom the members of the Society entertained feelings of sincere respect 
and admiration. 

The Society remitted to a special Committee to enter into negotiations with all 
parties interested with a view to the erection of a joint building for the accommoda- 
tion of the County Council and the Society on the ground to the west of the Society’s 
present premises, as outlined in Mr Sydney Mitchell’s Report on the subject. 


7th DECEMBER. The Deputy Keeper referred sympathetically to the deaths 
of two of the Society’s Office-bearers, namely, Professor Fraser Tytler, who died 
on 26th November, and Mr John Cook, Collector of the Widows’ Fund, who died 
on 4th December, and the Society recorded their deep sense of the loss which they 
had thus sustained. 


2lst DECEMBER. The Society in special General Meeting called for the purpose 
of appointing two delegates to meet with two delegates from the Curators of the 
University with reference to the election of a Professor of Conveyancing, considered 
the claims of Candidates, with the result that, on a final division taking place, the 
delegates on behalf of Mr John Philp Wood, as the Society’s nominee, were 
appointed. 


1892 


lst FEBRUARY. The Society expressed their sympathy with Her Majesty the 
Queen and the other members of the Royal Family in connection with the great 
loss which had befallen them on the death of the Duke of Clarence, and the Deputy 
Keeper read to the Meeting drafts of addresses which he proposed should be presented 
by the Society. These were unanimously approved of and ordered to be engrossed 
in the Minutes. 

The delegates appointed to elect a successor to the late Professor Fraser Tytler 
in the Chair of Conveyancing in the University of Edinburgh reported that Mr 
John Philp Wood, W.S., had been duly appointed Professor of Conveyancing in 
the University of Edinburgh. 


30th May. The Deputy Keeper referred to the death of Dr Mowbray, Treasurer 
of the Society, and the Society recorded their sense of the great loss which they had 
sustained. 

In consequence of Dr Mowbray’s death it was resolved on the motion of the 
Deputy Keeper to appoint a Treasurer at the meeting of the Society to be held on 
15th June next, and the Deputy Keeper having given notice that he would then 
move that Mr John Cowan, the Fiscal, be appointed Treasurer, the meeting resolved, 
should that motion be carried, to fill up at that meeting the office of Fiscal which 
would thereby be rendered vacant. 


15th June. Mr John Cowan was unanimously appointed Treasurer of the 
Society, and Mr Robert Laidlaw Stuart, after a division, was appointed Fiscal. 


1893 


21st June. Loyal addresses to Her Majesty the Queen and other members of 
the Royal Family on the occasion of the approaching marriage of the Duke of York 
to H.S.H. Princess Victoria of Teck were agreed to. 
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1889 


4th FEBRUARY. The Curators of the library reported against the proposal to 
establish a Branch Library in the New Town on the ground that there was 
no necessity for same, and that “ the great expense involved was in itself a sufficient 
reason against attempting anything of the kind at present’’—and the Society 
agreed. 


18th NovemBer. The Earl of Glasgow, Keeper of the Signet, presided at this 
meeting, and stated that Mr Charles B. Logan having, on 18th September last, 
resigned the Office of Deputy Keeper, he had on 19th October last reappointed him 
to the Office. 

The Deputy Keeper moved a vote of thanks to the Keeper for presiding and 
expressed the pleasure it would give to the Society to see His Lordship in the Chair 
as often as he should find it convenient to be present. 


1890 


Ist May. The death of the Earl of Glasgow, Keeper of the Signet, was reported, 
and the Society passed a resolution recording their deep regret and their high appre- 
ciation of the interest which His Lordship always took in the affairs of the Society. 

Mr Logan’s appointment as Deputy Keeper of the Signet having fallen by reason 
of Lord Glasgow’s death, his appointment as Interim Keeper of the Signet was 
intimated. 


[Note—30th May. The Duke of Montrose was appointed Lord Clerk 
Register and Keeper of the Signet, and subsequently confirmed Mr Charles 
Bowman Logan as D.K.S.] 


17th NovemBer. The Report of the Committee appointed by Minute of 7th 
February 1887 “ to examine the Records with a view to preparing a short historical 
account of the Society, a list of past and present members with any particulars 
calculated to be of interest,” was approved. In that Report the Committee stated 
that their labours had been embodied in a Volume which contained an historical 
account of the Society, its library, finances, and Widows’ Fund, with an Appendix 
containing lists of past members from 1594 to the present time and an Abstract of 
the Minutes for the same period. The total cost of the work would amount to between 
£700 and £800; and approval was given to have five hundred copies printed, and 
that a copy should be presented to each member of the Society who applied for it. 

A letter was read from Mrs W. R. Kermack asking permission to put in a memorial 
window in the Signet Library in memory of her late husband Mr William Ramsay 
Kermack, Fiscal to the Society, and this was gratefully accepted. 


1891 


25th May. A letter was read from Mr J. Gibson offering to present to the Society 
a Marble Bust by Sir John Steel, R.S.A., of his grandfather, the late Mr John Gibson, 
Junior, W.S., who was for several years Treasurer to the Society. The Society 
gratefully accepted the gift and thanked Mr Gibson. 


16th NovEMBER. The Deputy Keeper referred to the death of the late Lord 
President Inglis on 20th August last, and the Society recorded their sense of the 
great loss which the Judicial Bench, the whole College of Justice, and the country 
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1894 


28th May. The Deputy Keeper was congratulated by the Society on receiving 
the honorary degree of LL.D. from the University of Edinburgh. 


20th DECEMBER. Sanction was given for the loan of the Society’s portraits 
of Lord President Hope by Sir J. Watson Gordon, and of David Hume and Lord 
President Blair by Sir Henry Raeburn, to Grafton Galleries, London, for exhibition. 


1895 


4th FEBRUARY. Authority given for the reheating of the library at an estimated 
cost of £600. 


9th May. A special Committee was appointed to confer along with the Com- 
mittees of the other Legal Bodies, regarding proposed alterations on the existing 
Table of Fees. 


27th May. The Constitution for a lectureship on Procedure was approved, and 
the Society agreed to contribute £50 for five years towards the lecturer’s salary. 

The gift of a portrait by Mr D. B. Anderson, W.S., of Lord Monboddo by Aikman, 
was intimated, and Mr Anderson duly thanked. 


[Note.—The portrait was really of George Drummond. See Introduction, 
p. xxviii.] 


18th NovEMBER. The redecoration of the Upper and Lower Halls was authorised 
at an estimated cost of £433. 


1896 


3rd FEBRUARY. The question of lighting the Society’s premises by electric 
light at an estimated cost of £600 was considered, but was not recommended. 

Approval was given for the main staircase to the Upper Hall to be carpeted at 
a cost of £80. 


16th Novemprr. The Fiscal reported that he had received an apology from the 
proprietors of the Scotsman for having inserted in their issue of 16th June the private 
and confidential Report of the Society on the Table of Court Fees, but that they 
had declined to give any information as to how they had obtained the Report. 


14th DECEMBER. The Society approved of the Fiscal’s Motion “‘ That the Society 
appoint Charles Bowman Logan, Deputy Keeper of the Signet, John Cowan, Treasurer 
of the Society, Robert Laidlaw Stuart, Fiscal of the Society, John Philp Wood, 
Professor of Conveyancing in the University of Edinburgh, and Charles Cook, 
Collector of the Widows’ Fund of the Society, and their successors in the said 
respective offices, to be Trustees to hold the heritable property belonging to 
the Society for the use of the Society, and authorise the surviving Trustees, in 
whom the title to the Library Buildings at present stands, to convey the same 
accordingly.” 
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1897 


3lst May. The Society resolved to present an address to Her Majesty on the 
occasion of the approaching completion of the Sixtieth year of Her Reign, and the 
Deputy Keeper read the Address which he had prepared. 


16th June. The Society agreed to contribute £250 towards the Edinburgh 
Commemoration Fund in connection with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 





The Fifteenth Volume 


1898 


21st NOVEMBER. The Deputy Keeper was authorised to sign the new Table 
of Fees on behalf of the Society. 


1899 


2ist Junz. The Society congratulated the Deputy Keeper on the honour of 
Knighthood conferred upon him, and it was agreed to entertain him at a Banquet. 


20th NovemBer. The Society voted the sum of 100 guineas to the Fund for 
Widows and Orphans of soldiers killed in the South African War. 

It is also recorded in this Minute that the Banquet in honour of the Deputy 
Keeper took place in the Music Hall on the 8th inst., presided over by the Keeper of 
the Signet, and was attended by 279 members of the Society, together with the 
Judges, the Law Officers of the Crown, past and present, and the heads of the other 
Legal Societies, as guests. 


1900 


5th FEBRUARY. A Committee was appointed to consider “in view of the present 
state of war and the position of the National defences ” as to the best means which 
the Society can take to show its sympathy with and practical support to the Volunteer 
Movement. 


19th APRIL. The resignation of Mr John Philp Wood as Professor of Conveyanc- 
ing was intimated. 


3rd May. After a division, the Society nominated the appropriate delegates 
to vote for Mr John Little Mounsey as Professor of Conveyancing. 


20th Junr. The Fiscal reported fully in regard to the position of the negotiations 
with the County Council re the extension of the Society’s premises, and the remit to 
the Curators was renewed with full power to acquire for the Society on the best 
terms that could be made, additional library accommodation in the wing of the new 
County Council buildings proposed to be erected between the Signet Library and 
George IV. Bridge. 
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19th NOVEMBER. It was reported that Mr John Little Mounsey, W.S., had been 
duly appointed Professor of Conveyancing. 

The Society disapproved of a suggestion to have the upper portion of the Lower 
Hall railed off with a light, low, brass railing, and reserved for the use of the members 
only, after being suitably furnished. 


1901 


29th JANUARY. The Society passed an address of condolence to His Majesty the 
King on the occasion of the death of Queen Victoria, and of congratulation to His 
Majesty on his accession to the Throne. 


27th May. The Society decided that it was not expedient to proceed with a new 
Edition of the Society’s History at present. 


18th NovemBEr. On the Report of the special Committee appointed for the 
purpose the Society approved of the following regulations with reference to the 
wearing of caps and gowns at public functions— 


“Ist. That the Deputy Keeper’s gown be as at present of black silk with silk 
bows and loops. 

“ 2nd. That the Office-bearers of the Society, viz. the Treasurer, the Fiscal, the 
Professor of Conveyancing, and the Collector of the Widows’ Fund— 
be provided with gowns of black silk similar in shape to the stuff 
gowns now in use, and that the Clerk and Librarian have gowns of 
black stuff with black velvet collars. 

“ 3rd. That round flat caps or bonnets of black velvet be provided for the use 
of the Deputy Keeper, the Office-bearers, the Clerk, and the Librarian, 
and that fifteen black velvet caps of similar pattern and of different 
sizes be provided for the members of the Society wearing the stuff 
gowns. 

“4th. That it be open to any member of the Society to provide himself, for his 
own use, with a gown and cap of the prescribed material and pattern. 

“ 5th. That the Officer be provided with a gown and cap of black cloth—the 
arms of the Society being embroidered in silver on the left sleeve of 
the gown.” 


It was also decided to have the baton of the Society, which is referred to in the 
Minute of 2nd March 1746 and which had not been used for many years until the 
recent Proclamation of the King, “mounted in silver, having on one end a Silver 
Unicorn supporting a Shield bearing the Scottish Lion, and on the other end the arms 
of the Society : and that there should be placed upon it two silver bands, one bear- 
ing the date 1532, when the College of Justice was founded, and the other 1901 with 
the names of the present Keeper and Deputy Keeper thereon.” 


1902 


26th May. The Society contributed 100 guineas towards the King’s Coronation 
Edinburgh Citizens Celebration Fund. 


18th Juns. A letter was read from the Deputy Keeper stating that he had 
received an invitation to be present at the coronation of the King and Queen in 
Westminster Abbey on the 26th inst., but that owing to the state of his health he 
would be unable to accept the invitation. 
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17th NovempBer. The Curators of the library reported that they had completed 
negotiations with the County Council regarding the new building and alterations 
in existing building at a cost of £2583, and had instructed the erection of a Safe in 
the Clerk’s Room at a cost of £210. The Plans provided for the construction of 
four floors for additional library accommodation in the new building and connecting 
the new building with the old by a staircase with openings into the new building on 
each floor. The Commissioner’s room would be enlarged and a room for the Clerk 
provided. The price to be paid to the County Council for the Society’s portion of 
the new building was £2150. The Librarian estimated that the additional library 
accommodation would meet the Society’s wants for fifty years to come. 


19038 


2nd FEBRUARY. The Society agreed to introduce electric light into the Lower 
Hall at the same time that it was introduced into the new building, and the parts 
of the present building which are being reconstructed. 


24th APRIL. The Society disapproved of the Land Registers (Scotland) Bill 
and resolved to do all in its power to prevent its becoming law. 

The Society record their satisfaction at the appointment of Mr William Mortimer 
Clark, K.C., of Toronto, a member of the Society, as Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Province of Ontario, and warmly congratulated Mr Clark on his appointment. 


1904 


22nd Marcu. The death of the Librarian, Thomas Graves Law, LL.D., on 12th 
March was reported, and the Society minuted their sense of the great loss which 
they had sustained. 


30th May. The Society appointed Mr John Philip Edmond to be Librarian. 


llth OCTOBER. The death of Mr John Milligan, Clerk to the Society, on the 
27th of August was reported, and the Society recorded their deep regret at his death 
after a long period of service for nearly twenty years. 

The Deputy Keeper stated that the Keeper of the Signet had appointed Mr 
James H. Notman, W.S., to the office of Substitute Keeper of the Signet, formerly 
held by Mr Milligan, and Mr A. L. Dick Peddie to the office of Assistant Clerk and 
Extractor to the Signet, formerly held by Mr Notman. 

The Deputy Keeper explained the practice with regard to the appointment of 
the Clerk to the Society, whose election properly rested with the Society itself, as 
distinct from the office of Substitute Keeper of the Signet. Several gentlemen were 
then nominated for the appointment, and after numerous divisions Mr James H. 
Notman was ultimately elected Clerk to the Society. 


21st NOVEMBER. A letter was read from Lord Reay, President of the Institute 
of International Law, thanking the Society for the hospitality offered to them on the 
occasion of the Banquet in the Parliament House and during their visit. The 
Treasurer mentioned that the Society’s share of the expense of the Banquet amounted 
to £91, 16s. 8d., and that the sum of £53, lls. had been received from the sale of 
fifty-one tickets to members, leaving a balance of £38, 5s. 8d. to be paid out of the 
Society’s funds. 

It was decided that a portrait of Sir Charles B. Logan, who had been Deputy 
Keeper for the last seventeen years, should be added to the portraits at present in 
the library. 
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1905 


6th FEBRUARY. The death of the Lord President of the Court of Session, the 
Right Honourable John Blair Balfour, Lord Kinross, having been reported, the 
Society recorded in their Minutes their sense of the great loss which the Judicial 
Bench and the whole College of Justice had thereby sustained. 

The Right Honourable Andrew Graham Murray was congratulated by the Society 
with “all the greater cordiality considering his hereditary connection with the 
Society as the son of one of its most eminent and useful members, the late Mr Thomas 
Graham Murray,” on his elevation to the office of Lord President of the Court of 
Session in succession to the late Lord Kinross. 


29th May. A letter was read from the Duke of Montrose, as Keeper of the 
Signet, stating that he had with much regret received the resignation of Sir Charles 
Bowman Logan, as Deputy Keeper of the Signet, and intimating that he had offered 
the appointment to Mr G. M. Paul, who had accepted it. 


9th June. Mr George Morison Paul presented his Commission from the Duke 
of Montrose, Keeper of the Signet, as Deputy Keeper of the Signet, which was ordered 
to be recorded. 

The Treasurer congratulated Mr Paul on behalf of the Society and welcomed him 
as Deputy Keeper. The Society also placed on record their great regret that Sir 
Charles Logan had resigned the office of Deputy Keeper of the Signet which he had 
held since 1887, and their sense of the admirable manner in which he had discharged 
the duties of that important office, and their esteem for him personally. 


20th NovemBerr. It was reported that the late Mr Hugh James Rollo, W.S., 
had bequeathed to the Society three portraits, two of them representing Sir Hugh 
Paterson of Bannockburn, Baronet, W.S., who was appointed to the office of Deputy 
Keeper in 1682, and the other of Lord Grange, a brother of the Earl of Mar, who 
headed the Rebellion in 1715. 


1906 


5th FEBRUARY. The death of the Librarian, Mr John Philip Edmond, which 
took place on the 13th of January was reported. 

“ The Society approved of the steps taken by the Bills Committee in opposing the 
Edinburgh Corporation Provisional Order with reference to certain clauses which, 
if passed, would repeal or alter for the sole benefit of the Corporation the present 
statutory provisions of the Lands Clauses Act with reference to the procedure and 
expense in arbitrations, on the ground of the principle involved, as well as the practical 
inconvenience, of altering by a private Provisional Order or Act of Parliament 
passed. for the local purposes of a particular Municipality or public Body, a long 
established Law of general application which was still to remain in force for the 
rest of the Kingdom.” 


18th Aprit. Mr John Minto, M.A., was appointed Librarian in succession to 
the late Mr Edmond. 


20th June. It was reported that as a result of the Joint Memorial submitted by 
the Society and the S.S.C. Society with regard to the Edinburgh Corporation Bill, 
that the Committee sitting on the Bill had deleted Clauses 49 and 76, objected to 
by the two Societies, and had amended Clause 70, to which objection had also been 
made. 
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21st DECEMBER. The portrait of Sir Charles Bowman Logan by Sir George 
Reid, R.S.A., was unveiled, and the Deputy Keeper asked to accept it on behalf of 
the Society. 


1907 


4th FEBRUARY. Certain improvements suggested by Mr Pordage, the Fire 
Master, Edinburgh Corporation, for the prevention of fire in the library, were 
approved. 


8th APRIL. Sir Charles Bowman Logan, the late Deputy Keeper of the Signet, 
having died on the 2nd of March, the Society recorded their deep regret and their 
very high appreciation of his valuable services. 

The Society appointed a Special Committee to lay before the Prime Minister 
the Society’s views with reference to the proposed Bill relating to the taxation of feu- 
duties and land values. 


24th Juty. The installation of electric light into the Upper Hall was approved. 


18th NOVEMBER. A letter was read from Lord Dunedin offering to present to 
the Society a marble bust of his father, the late Thomas Graham Murray, by George 
Webster, which was gratefully accepted and Lord Dunedin thanked. 


20th DECEMBER. The Society accorded to the members of the S.S.C. Society 
the privilege of using the Signet Library during the alterations being carried out 
in their own Library in the Parliament House. 


1908 


3rd FEBRUARY. By eighty-six votes to fifty-seven the Society decided not to 
entertain the proposed scheme for the establishment of Orphans’ benefits in con- 
junction with the W.S. Widows’ Fund. : 


1909 


3lst May. The Deputy Keeper mentioned that the Edinburgh Legal Dispensary, 
which was originated by Mr J. P. Coldstream, W.S., was a most useful charity and 
did a large amount of good to the poorer classes in Edinburgh, and he explained to 
the meeting its method of procedure ; and the Society voted Ten guineas to further 
the laudable work in which it was engaged. 


16th June. Leave was granted to Mr Patrick Adam, R.S.A., to make a paint- 
ing of the Lower Hall. 


13th Aueust. The Society conveyed their congratulations to Lord Cullen, a 
former member of the Society, on his appointment as one of the Senators of the 
College of Justice. > 


1910 


12th May. It is recorded that the Society, headed by the Deputy Keeper and 
Office-bearers, had in large numbers attended the Proclamation of His Majesty King 
George v. at the Mercat Cross on Tuesday, the 10th inst., and the Society agreed to 
present an address of condolence to the King on the occasion of the death of King 
Edward vi. and of congratulation to His Majesty on his accession to the Throne. 
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15th June. The Society granted to the Senatus of Edinburgh University the 
use of the Upper Hall on the 8th July next as a place in which the Pro- 
fessors, graduates, and others might assemble for the graduation ceremony, and. 


from which they might march in procession to the Commemoration Service in 
St Giles’ Cathedral. 


28th NovemBer. The Duke of Montrose, as Keeper of the Signet, presided and 
stated that the Meeting had been called for the purpose of accepting the portrait 
of the Deputy Keeper which had been subscribed for by members of the Society, 
and which the subscribers now wished to hand over to the Society. He called upon 
the Treasurer, as Convener of the Committee of Subscribers, to present the portrait 
of the Deputy Keeper by Sir James Guthrie, P.R.S.A., and the Keeper in accepting 
the portrait on behalf of the Society congratulated the members on the acquisition 
of the portrait, and in referring to Mr Paul quoted the following lines from Browning : 


There is a man who, 
Looking beyond the world for truth and beauty, 
Sought, found, and did his duty. 


The Deputy Keeper in a few graceful words thanked the Keeper for his kind 
remarks and the Society for the honour which they had done him in asking him to 
sit for his portrait. 


1911 


6th FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper reported that a false alarm of fire had been 
given by the May-Oatway detectors in the library on the evening of Saturday, 
28th ultimo, but that the cause of the alarm had not yet been ascertained. 


29th May. It was reported that permission had been given to the Lord High 
Commissioner to hold the levee for the College of Justice on Wednesday last in the 
Upper Hall of the library in view of the alterations presently being made at the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse. For the occasion the Upper Hall had been decorated 
with plants and flowers, and the Lord High Commissioner had expressed his warmest 
thanks to the Society in the matter. 

The Deputy Keeper also reported that the Office-bearers of the Society had 
held a Reception in the Upper Hall on the afternoon of the day of the levee, to which 
the Commissioners and the members of the various Committees along with the 
Judges of the Court of Session, leading members of the Bar and gentlemen connected. 
with the Corporation and the Banking, Insurance, and other professions in the City 
had been invited. The Deputy Keeper and the Office-bearers had borne the cost 
of this Reception themselves, and the Society thanked them for their kindness. 

The Society agreed to grant the use of the Upper Hall as a meeting and robing 
place for the Knights of the Thistle on the occasion of the opening of their Chapel in 
St Giles’ Cathedral by His Majesty on 19th July next. 

The Society resolved to contribute the sum of £105 to the Lord Provost Fund 
in connection with the celebration in Edinburgh of the coronation of the King and 
Queen on 22nd June and the visit of Their Majesties to Edinburgh in July. 


2lst June. The Society conveyed to the Deputy Keeper their heartiest con- 
gratulations on the honour of Knighthood conferred on him by His Majesty ; and 
noted with satisfaction that he had been summoned to attend the coronation of 
Their Majesties in Westminster Abbey to-morrow. 


llth Juty. The Society agreed to present an address to the King on the occasion 
of His Majesty’s first State Visit to Scotland after his coronation, and resolved that 
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the Society should decorate the front of the library and erect a grand-stand for 
members in Parliament Square on the occasion of Their Majesties’ visit to St Giles’ 
on the 19th inst. 


20th NOVEMBER. The Curators reported that the firé appliance detectors in 
the Hall, ascertained last year to be in good working order, had given two false 
alarms of fire recently, which had the effect of bringing the Fire Brigade down to 
the library. All had been found quiet and in order, however, and the Brigade 
could not discover what had made one of the detectors go off. A duplicate key of 
the library had been deposited in the police office for more easy access in the event 
of a recurrence. 


1912 


5th FEBRUARY. Mr Traquair Dickson mentioned that two volumes containing 
some Minutes of the Society in the beginning of the eighteenth century had been 
discovered in the library, and that he had examined them and considered that 
they were of sufficient interest to warrant their being transcribed in full. The 
Meeting approved. 


19th JUNE. A resolution congratulating Viscount Haldane of Cloan on his 
elevation to the office of Lord High Chancellor was ordered to be engrossed in the 
Minutes. 


1913 


29th OCTOBER. The Society resolved to entertain at dinner the Lord Chancellor 
and Lord Dunedin, who are two most distinguished sons of old members of the 
Society, under the Chairmanship of the Duke of Montrose as Keeper of the Signet. 
The Deputy Keeper explained that the expenses of the dinner would be defrayed as 
far as possible by making a charge of £1, 1s. for each ticket, and he suggested that 
any deficiency should be provided from the funds of the Society. This was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

It was also agreed that if it should be impracticable to have the dinner in the 
Upper Hall of the library, an attempt might be made to secure the Parliament 
Hall for the occasion. 


1914 


[Note-—The dinner to the Lord Chancellor and Lord Dunedin was duly 
held in the Upper Hall on the 8th of January, and cuttings from the Times, 
the Scotsman, and the Scots Law Times of the proceedings, with the speeches, are 
interleaved in the Minute Book, from which it appears that the Lord Chancellor 
sat on the immediate right of the Chairman, the Duke of Montrose, with the 
Lord Provost of the City on the right of the Lord Chancellor; and that Lord 
Dunedin sat on the left of the Chairman, with the Sheriff of the County on 
his immediate left. 

A list of members of the Society present at the dinner is also given—as 
also a full list of the guests. ] 


2nd FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper reported that the dinner given to the 
Lord Chancellor and Lord Dunedin on the 8th ultimo was an unqualified success, 
the number of members present being 221 and the number of guests 30, making 
251 in all 
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17th Junt. Mr James Watt moved that the benefit of the Widows’ Fund be 
extended to the minor children of a deceased member whose widow may not be 
surviving, and that a Committee be appointed to consult with the actuary on the 
subject. 
Mr Harry Cheyne moved that no action be taken, which on a division was declared 
to be carried by 44 votes to 30 for Mr Watt’s motion. 


13th Aucust. The Society agreed to subscribe out of its funds the sum of £500 
towards the National Fund which is being raised for the relief of distress and de- 
stitution caused by the war with Germany, and appointed a small Committee to 
co-operate with the Central Executive Committee of the Fund and to prepare a 
Register of names of such of the members of the Society as were prepared to give 
personal assistance or lend clerks, shorthand writers, and the like, all without fee 
or reward. 


1915 


Ist FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper stated that a Roll of Honour of members 
and apprentices serving in His Majesty’s Forces had been made up as far as could 
be ascertained ; that the names of 106 members and 27 apprentices appeared on 
the Roll; and that he considered this to be very creditable to the Society. 


31st May. Before proceeding to the business of the meeting the Deputy Keeper 
observed that this year was a sad one in the annals of the Society. A large number 
of the members who were of eligible age, and also of apprentices, were serving their 
country in the present conflict, and already they had to deplore the deaths of four 
members. 


15th Novemser. The Deputy Keeper stated that the Roll of Honour of members 
and apprentices serving in His Majesty’s Forces at this time had been revised and 
brought up to date by Mr W. H. Hamilton, W.S., who had devoted much time and 
labour to the work. He further mentioned that the names of 152 members and of 
35 apprentices appeared on the Roll—making in all 187 who had come forward to 
serve their country in its need. 

The congratulations of the Society were tendered to Lord Scott Dickson on his 
appointment as Lord Justice-Clerk. 


24th DECEMBER. The Deputy Keeper reported that Mr J. Q. Hamilton Grierson, 
a promising young member of the Society who had fallen in the service of his country, 
had bequeathed to the Society upwards of 400 volumes, mostly of dramatic literature 
of the time of Queen Elizabeth and the later Stewart Kings. Many of these books 
the Society did not previously possess. 

The Deputy Keeper said that Mr Grierson, who was a young man with varied 
literary tastes, had made much use of the library, and evidently appreciated greatly 
the advantages he derived from it. He had already conveyed to Sir Philip Grierson 
the Society’s gratification and appreciation of the kind and generous feelings which 
had prompted his son to make this generous bequest. 

The Treasurer reported that he had received intimation of a legacy of £1000 
which had been bequeathed to the library of the Society by the late Mr Archibald 
Anderson, Advocate, who had at one time been the Queen’s and Lord 
Treasurer’s Remembrancer. 
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The Sixteenth Volume 


1916 


20th NOVEMBER. It was intimated that the late Mr Alexander Sholto Douglas, 
W.S., had bequeathed to the Society Sir Walter Scott’s manuscript of The Bride of 
Lammermoor entirely holograph of the author—a most valuable gift which the 
testator desired should be “ placed and retained and carefully preserved in the 
Library of the Society of Writers to the Signet in all time.” 

He had also bequeathed a portrait by Sir John Watson Gordon of his father, 
Mr. Alexander Douglas, W.S., who was Fiscal of the Society from 1845 till his death 
in 1851. 


1917 


5th FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper read a letter from Mr J. A. Hope, W.S., 
handing over to the Society a letter by Sir Walter Scott with the draft of the in- 
scription proposed to be placed on Lord Hopetoun’s Monument in St Andrew Square, 
and the Society instructed that this gift should be placed in a glass case in 
the library. 

The Deputy Keeper mentioned that Mr P. W. Adam, R.S.A., had presented to 
the Society a picture of the Lower Hall as a Memorial of his brother, Mr George 
Seymour Adam, who had been a member of the Society. 

Mr Adam had suggested that the picture should hang in the house of the Deputy 
Keeper for the time being; but the Deputy Keeper proposed that, in the mean- 
time at least, it should remain on an easel in the Upper Hall. This was agreed to, 
and the Society accorded their thanks to Mr Adam for his gift. 


1918 


19th June. The death of Mr William Stuart Fraser, the Fiscal, was reported, 
and the Deputy Keeper moved that the Society should record in the Minutes its 
sense of the great loss it had sustained. 


26th JunzE. Mr James H. Jameson was appointed Fiscal by 77 votes against 
51 votes for Mr James Watt, the only other candidate for the office. 


6th Juty. The Society agreed to present an address to the King and Queen 
on the occasion of their Silver Wedding. 


18th NovEMBER. The Deputy Keeper mentioned that Mr R. A. Pinsent, Solicitor, 
Birmingham, the present President of the Law Society of England, had asked per- 
mission to have a copy made of the Society’s portrait of Baron Hume by Sir Henry 
Raeburn. Mr Pinsent was a descendant of Baron Hume and was desirous of obtain- 
ing a copy of the portrait to hang in his house. Mr Pinsent’s request was granted 
by the Society on the understanding that the portrait would not be removed from 
the library, and the copy to be made would be marked in such a manner as to 
distinguish it clearly from the original picture. 


2-6 
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1919 


3rd APRIL. The Deputy Keeper stated that the Advocates and Law Agents 
(Qualification of Women) Bill had been introduced in the House of Lords by Lord 
Haldane and that under it, if passed, women will be qualified to become members of 
the Faculty of Advocates and also to practise as Law Agents; and a special 
Committee was appointed “to consider the effect of the Bill as to admission of 
members to the Society, and as to the Widows’ Fund, and to report.” 


26th May. The Collector of the Widows’ Fund reported that the Committee, 
appointed on 3rd April to consider the Advocates and Law Agents (Qualification 
of Women) Bill, had met with representatives of the Faculty of Advocates and the 
S.S.C. Society and discussed the effect of this Bill upon their respective Widows’ 
Funds, but that the Faculty of Advocates had not yet come to any final decision. 

As the subject was not one which admitted of delay, the Collector suggested that 
he should communicate with Lord Haldane, pointing out the difficulties which the 
Bill raised in connection with the Society, and this course was approved. 


18th June. The Collector reported that he had, as suggested at the last Meet- 
ing, communicated with Lord Haldane with regard to the effect of the Advocates 
and Law Agents (Qualification of Women) Bill upon the Society and its Widows’ 
Fund, and that His Lordship had replied that as the Bill was now before the House 
of Commons, it was beyond his control, but that a Clause safeguarding the Society 
might be inserted when the Bill was in Grand Committee. The Collector stated 
that he had also been in communication with the Secretary for Scotland on the 
subject, who had written in reply that he would give the matter due consideration. 

The Committee appointed by the Society on 18th November last to complete the 
Roll of Honour of Members and Apprentices who had been engaged in war service 
reported that they had found it impossible to make up a complete and accurate 
Roll until the War came to an end, and suggested that the Roll should be confined 
to those members and apprentices who had actually served in the Navy, Army, or 
Air Force, and the Society approved. 


17th NovemBer. The Roll of Honour prepared by the Committee was laid 
on the table. It contained the names of 161 members and apprentices who had 
served in His Majesty’s Forces, of whom 32 members and 7 apprentices had been 
killed or died of wounds. 

The Society instructed the Roll to be printed and a copy sent to each member. 

The proposal by Mr J. A. S. Millar that a War Memorial should be erected in the 
library to the members and apprentices who had been killed, was approved. 

The Deputy Keeper referred to the fact that Mr Allan Ebenezer Ker, a member 
of the Society, had gained the Victoria Cross, and he read the Gazette notice stating 
that it had been awarded to Mr Ker for most conspicuous bravery and devotion 
to duty on 21st March 1918, the opening day of the great German offensive. 

The Deputy Keeper on behalf of the Society congratulated Mr R. D. Ker, who 
was present, on having such a son, and also tendered their congratulations to Mr 
Allan E. Ker himself for the great distinction he had obtained. 

Mr R. D. Ker thanked the Society for their kind congratulations to himself 
and his son. 


1920 


2nd FEBRUARY. The Society resolved that a fitting Memorial be erected in the 
library as a tribute to the memory of the thirty-two members and seven apprentices 
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who lost their lives in the War, and that the necessary funds should be provided 
by the Society. 


24th May. The Auditors of the Accounts of the Society, under reference to the 
Meeting of the Society held on 17th November 1919 to consider the salary payable 
to the Treasurer, reported ‘‘ That the present remuneration of the Treasurer, namely 
£105, is inadequate if the Treasurership is considered purely as a professional matter 
of business. If considered from that point of view alone, they recommend that it 
be increased to £157, 10s.” 

They said in their Report “ that the Treasurer’s remuneration is of the nature 
rather of an honorarium than a salary. The position of Treasurer is an ancient one 
of high honour in the Society, and gives him a first position among the Office-bearers. 
He can hardly be considered the paid servant of the Society, but, on the contrary, 
he is a principal Office-bearer. The Auditors, on this footing, consider the present 
honorarium of £105 ample, although they think it would be suitable and proper 
for the Society to increase the remuneration in a manner commensurate with the 
increase officially sanctioned in connection with the Table of Fees—presently fixed 
at twenty per cent.” 

The Deputy Keeper said the remit to the Auditors had been made in the absence 
of the Treasurer, who had now stated that he did not desire any change to be made 
in the remuneration attached to his office, and proposed that the matter be allowed 
to drop. This was agreed to. 

The Society congratulated Lord Clyde on his elevation to the Bench as Lord 
President of the Court of Session. 

The War Memorial Committee reported that a full-sized panel of the War Memorial 
to be erected in the Lower Hall with the proposed Dedication had been hung in 
position. The panels would be of white marble with an edging of yellow marble, 
so as to tone with the building, and everything had been kept as simple as possible. 


16th June. The Society approved of the design for the War Memorial at an 
estimated cost of £600, and instructed the work to be carried out as soon as possible. 


1921 


13th January. On this date the War Memorial was unveiled by the Duke of 
Montrose, as Keeper of the Signet, in the presence of a large gathering which in- 
cluded many ladies; and a cutting from the Scotsman of 14th January with a full 
Report of the proceedings is interleaved in the Minute Book. 


7th FEBRUARY. The Society accorded their thanks to the War Memorial Com- 
mittee, and especially to Mr A. O. Curle, who had been deputed by them to carry 
out the work in conjunction with the Architect, Sir Rowand Anderson. 

The Society resolved to contribute the sum of £100 towards the expenses of the 
British Association Meeting in Edinburgh in September. 


15th June. The Society granted to the Faculty of Advocates permission to use 
the Upper Hall for the reception of guests, etc., on the occasion of the English Bench 
and Bar Dinner in the Parliament Hall on the 16th of July. 


20th Novemper. The Society gratefully accepted a gift of £175 from the re- 
siduary legatee of the late Mr John Robertson, W.S., the income to be applied for the 
establishment of a prize for the Conveyancing class for the best Essay on some branch 
of philosophy or a legal subject connected with the Conveyancing Chair, to be pre- 
scribed by the Deputy Keeper after consultation with the Professor of Conveyancing. 
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1922 


29th May. The Deputy Keeper intimated that Mr Cook, the Society’s Collector, 
had resigned from that office owing to ill-health: also that Professor Mounsey 
had sent in his resignation as Professor of Conveyancing owing to the state of his 
health. 

These resignations were received by the Society with great regret. 


12th June. Several names were put forward for the vacant Chair of Con- 
veyancing, and after several divisions the final vote lay between Mr E. M. Wedderburn 
and Mr John Burns—128 members voting in favour of the delegates on behalf of 
Mr Wedderburn and 127 for Mr Burns’s delegates. 


21st June. The Society learnt with deep regret of the death of Mr Charles Cook, 
who had been for upwards of thirty years Collector of the Widows’ Fund, and they 
record in their Minutes the great loss which the Society had sustained. 

The Deputy Keeper reported that the nomination of Mr E. M. Wedderburn 
by the Society as Professor of Conveyancing had been confirmed. 


20th NovemBER. The Society record the deep sense of the loss which the Judicial 
Bench and the College of Justice had sustained in the death of Lord Justice-Clerk 
Scott Dickson ; and they tender their congratulations to Lord Alness on his appoint- 
ment as Lord Justice-Clerk in succession to Lord Scott Dickson. 

The Society also record their great regret at the death on 7th May of Peter Dewar, 
who had been the Hall and Gown Keeper of the Society for twenty-seven years, and 
who had served the Society faithfully and well during the whole of that period. 

The Clerk read a letter he had received from Mr F. H. Fasson, W.S., 
with reference to a proposed gift to be made to the Society by Mrs Macbean, widow 
of Mr Harry H. Macbean, W.S., to be administered for behoof of professional men 
in Edinburgh (with a preference in favour of members of the Society), who, through 
no fault of their own, were in necessitous circumstances. 


1923 


5th FEBRUARY. A letter from Mr J. Roberton Christie, K.C., President of the 
Juridical Society, with regard to certain proposals as to the future of the Library 
of that Society, was remitted to a special Committee to consider, in conjunction 
with a Committee appointed by the Faculty of Advocates. 


28th May. The Deputy Keeper narrated the steps which had been taken by 
the Commissioners with regard to the case of Lynch v. Allan, in which Mr Mackersy, 
W.S., acted as Agent of the Pursuer, and he read to the meeting the resolution 
adopted by the Commissioners on the 16th inst. He then moved as follows: 
“ Having considered the Report by the Fiscal along with the Complaint 
prepared by him and served on Mr Mackersy, and the Answers by Mr 
Mackersy, the Society adopts the recommendation of the Commissioners contained 
in their resolution of the 16th inst., and instructs the Fiscal, in consultation with 
the Deputy Keeper and Office-bearers of the Society, to present and follow forth a 
Petition to the Court in the name of the Society, the Keeper, and such other members 
as he sees fit, setting out the circumstances dealt with in the Report, Complaint and 
Answers, and also the circumstances relating to any other proceedings of a similar 
character in which Mr Mackersy acted as Agent, and which the Deputy Keeper and 
said Office-bearers may consider right to be submitted to the Court at the same 
time; and which Petition would pray the Court to direct Mr Mackersy’s name to 
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be removed from the Roll of Law Agents.” The Collector of the Widows’ Fund 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously agreed to. 

The Deputy Keeper then moved as a subsidiary motion “ That the Office-bearers 
may co-opt as additional members, the Crown Agent, Mr H. E. Richardson and Mr 
James Watt, and that the parties charged with the application to the Court should 
be authorised to instruct Counsel, both Junior and Senior, in connection with the 
proceedings.” The Collector seconded the motion, and the meeting unanimously 
approved. 


19th NovEMBER. The Report by the Committee appointed by the Society on 
5th February last to consider the request of the Juridical Society for financial assist- 
ance in maintaining their Library was taken into consideration. Professor Wedder- 
burn moved that the Society should approve of the proposal that the Faculty of 
Advocates should become responsible for the conduct, upkeep and maintenance of 
the Juridical Society’s Library, provided members and apprentices of the W.S. 
Society are afforded facilities to join it upon payment of an annual subscription by 
individuals, and (possibly also) of a small grant from the funds of the Society, and 
that the meeting should re-appoint the Committee with powers to carry out this 
arrangement on such terms as they may consider desirable. The meeting 
unanimously approved. 

In recognition of his valuable work, the Society voted an Honorarium of £100 to 
Mr Mill, the Senior Assistant in the libraty, who had now completed fifty years’ service. 


1924 


18th June. The Deputy Keeper stated that a large number of representatives 
of the American and Canadian Bars would be in London next month and would 
visit Edinburgh, and that the Legal Profession in Scotland had agreed to entertain 
them at a Reception to be held in the Parliament House on the evening of Monday, 
28th July, at which about six hundred guests would be present. 

The Society agreed to give the use of the Upper and Lower Halls for the occasion, 
and that the staircase and Upper Hall should be decorated with flowers and plants. 

The Fiscal referred to the judgment of the First Division on Saturday, 14th June 
1924, in the Petition at the instance of the Society against Mr W. R. Mackersy, and 
said that expenses against the Respondent had been asked by the Society’s Counsel 
in the usual course. The Lord President, however, had stated that he would like 
the Society to consider the matter of expenses, as he thought it was not a case in 
which expenses should be asked against the Respondent—it being the duty of the 
Society to raise the action in view of the Statements of the Lord Ordinary in the 
case of Lynch v. Allan. The Fiscal accordingly suggested that the Court should be 
informed that the Society do not intend, in the circumstances, to press for expenses 
against Mr Mackersy. The Deputy Keeper supported the Fiscal’s suggestion, and 
the meeting unanimously approved. 


25th JUNE. The Deputy Keeper said that the meeting of the Commissioners 
with reference to the case of Mr William Robert Mackersy had now come to an end, 
and that this meeting had been called in order to inform the Society of the con- 
clusions arrived at by the Commissioners. 

He stated that the case had given the Commissioners much anxiety, and that 
with every desire to find an alternative course they had come to the conclusion that, 
in view of the judgment of the First Division which found that Mr Mackersy had been 
guilty of misconduct as a Law Agent in the case of Lynch v. Allan, and which sus- 
pended him from the exercise of his office of a Law Agent in Scotland for the period 
of one year, their duty was to deprive him of the office of Writer to the Signet, and 
that this had accordingly been done. 


202 
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The Deputy Keeper further stated that although this was a matter entirely for 
the Commissioners to deal with, they had thought it right, as an act of courtesy, 
to acquaint the whole members of the Society with what they had done. 


31st DECEMBER. The resignation of Sir George Morison Paul, LL.D., from the 
office of Deputy Keeper which he had held since 1905, was reported, and Mr William 
Campbell Johnston having presented to the meeting the Commission by the Duke 
of Montrose, in his favour, as Deputy Keeper, the same was read by the Clerk and 
ordered to be recorded. 

The Society congratulated Mr Johnston on his appointment and welcomed him 
as Deputy Keeper. 

The Society also placed on record their high sense of the admirable manner in 
which Sir George Morison Paul had discharged the duties of his important office, 
and conveyed to him their affection and esteem for him personally, and expressed 
the hope that he would enjoy the rest which he had so well earned. 


1925 


27th FEBRUARY. Of this date, Sir George Paul was entertained to Dinner in 
the Freemasons’ Hall. Mr Johnston as Deputy Keeper occupied the Chair in the 
unavoidable absence of the Duke of Montrose, who was abroad. 


18th Maron. It was reported that the Juridical Society’s Library had now 
been taken over by the Faculty of Advocates, and reconditioned by them at a cost 
of £2000, and that the Faculty anticipated that the annual expenditure in main- 
taining the Library would be about £370, and the Society agreed to make an annual 
payment of £100 to the Faculty on condition that all members of the Society and 
their apprentices would be admitted to the full use of the Library. 


25th May. The resignation of Mr John Cowan from the Treasurership was 
intimated, and before proceeding to the election of a new Treasurer, the Deputy 
Keeper stated that the gentleman who was to be appointed Treasurer would take 
office subject to any regulations as to its tenure which might hereafter be adopted 
by the Commissioners of the Society. 

Three candidates were nominated for the vacancy, and Mr James Watt having a 
clear majority over the other two, was accordingly appointed Treasurer. 

The Deputy Keeper stated that the legal costs in connection with the Case 
against Mr Mackersy amounted to £1260, and that the cost to the Society of the 
Dinner to Sir George Paul was £138. 

The Report by the Committee, with reference to the Collector’s salary, etc., 
and the fixing of the duration of tenure of office by the Treasurer, Fiscal and Clerk, 
was remitted to the Commissioners for consideration on the motion of the Deputy 
Keeper, and during the discussion which followed, Mr A. S. Blair suggested that it 
would be well if Office-bearers were not eligible for re-election after holding office for, 
say, ten years, or attaining the age of seventy, and that in addition it was desirable 
that a General Committee or Council of members of the Society should be appointed. 


16th Novemper. The Society unanimously approved of the Report of the Com- 
mittee to consider the proposal to limit the tenure of office by the Treasurer, Fiscal, 
Collector and Clerk. 


27th NOVEMBER. An address of condolence to His Majesty the King on the 
occasion of the death of Queen Alexandra, the Queen Mother, which occurred on 
the 20th inst., was ordered to be recorded. 
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21st DECEMBER. Mr William Campbell Johnston, the Interim Keeper, reported 
that he and the Office-bearers, as representing the Society, had attended the funeral 
of the Duke of Montrose, and the Society record the great loss which they had 
sustained by the lamented death of the Duke as the head of the Society. 


1926 


Ist FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper presented to the meeting the Commission 
by His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry, Keeper of the Signet, in his 
favour, as Deputy Keeper, which was ordered to be recorded. 

The Society send their respectful congratulations to the Duke on his appointment as 
Lord Clerk Register and Keeper of the Signet, and their gratification at the appointment. 

The Deputy Keeper called the attention of members to the fact that the arrange- 
ment come to between the Faculty of Advocates and the Society, with reference to 
the use of the Juridical Library, did not permit of its use by clerks, but was confined 
to members and apprentices. 


31st May. The receipt was reported of the portrait of the late Alexander Douglas, 
W.S., by Sir John Watson Gordon, and a number of papers connected with Sir 
Walter Scott, bequeathed by Mr A. Sholto Douglas, W.S., and other members of his 
family. The papers handed over included two volumes, one containing sixty-five 
letters of Sir Walter Scott in connection with James Ballantyne and Co.’s failure 
and Sir Walter’s literary work, and the other containing various personal letters 
of Sir Walter. 

The gift by Mr R. W. Dundas, W.S., to the Society of a Bust of his great-grand- 
father, the late Mr James Dundas, W.S., by John Gibson, R.A., was intimated, and 
Mr Dundas was duly thanked. 


1927 


7th FEBRUARY. A special Committee was appointed to consider the question 
of the financial position of the Society. 

The Deputy Keeper said that a draft Report with reference to the Lyon King 
of Arms would be laid before the Bills Committee, but it would not be advisable or 
proper to make any reference to the recent appointment, although the Report would 
probably suggest that the Lyon King should be an experienced lawyer acquainted 
with Heraldry. 


30th May. The Deputy Keeper moved the approval of the Report by the Bills 
Committee on the office of the Lyon King of Arms, and said that the other Legal 
Societies were taking the matter up, and that in all probability a joint protest would 
be framed on the lines of the Society’s Report and sent to the Secretary of State 
for Scotland. 


1928 


6th FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper reported that a wreath had been sent in 
the name of the Society in connection with the Memorial Service to Earl Haig, with 
the inscription upon it “ A small tribute to a great life.”’ 

The Deputy Keeper said that Mr P. W. Adam, R.S.A., some years ago presented 
a picture of the Lower Hall to Sir George Paul to be retained by him while holding 
office as Deputy Keeper, and that recently the artist had offered a picture of the 
Upper Hall to take the place of the former picture. The Curators of the library 
had viewed the two pictures and unanimously agreed that the picture of the Upper 
Hall should be accepted, and this had accordingly been done. 
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28th May. Mr A. S. Blair stated that many members of the Society felt that a 
Chain of Office and Badge should be procured for the use of the Deputy Keeper on 
ceremonial occasions, and he submitted a sketch which had been approved by 
Mr F. J. Grant, W.S., of the Lyon Office, and asked the concurrence of the meeting 
and authority to procure the Chain and Badge. 

The meeting approved, and the Deputy Keeper said he was much honoured by 
the proposal. 


19th Novemprr. The Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry, K.T., Keeper of 
the Signet, in the Chair. His Grace said he deemed it a great honour to be asked to 
present the Chain of Office and Badge which had been subscribed for by members 
as a gift to the Society for the use of the Deputy Keeper and his successors in office ; 
he thought it was impossible to enhance the office held by the Deputy Keeper, but 
the Chain and Badge to be presented seemed worthy in every way of the holders of 
the position of Deputy Keeper of His Majesty’s Signet. His Grace then placed the 
Chain of Office on the Deputy Keeper. 

The Deputy Keeper read a letter from Mr Jameson on his retirement from the office 
of Fiscal under the 10 years’ rule adopted by the Society on 16th November 1925, 
and the thanks of the Society were conveyed to Mr Jameson for his valuable services. 

Mr A. S. Blair was unanimously appointed Fiscal in Mr Jameson’s place. 

The Deputy Keeper said it appeared that the present Sheriff Court buildings 
were required for the National Library, and that a site would have to be found for 
the new Court House elsewhere. The King’s Remembrancer had expressed the 
desire that the Society should be consulted, and the question had come before the 
Office- bearers previously ; and they had expressed the view that the new site should, 
if that were possible, be near the Parliament House. He accordingly said that if 
the Society approved, they would adhere to their present attitude, although he knew 
that the difficulties about a site near the Parliament House might be insuperable 
owing to the expense, and he did not think the Society should take up an unduly 
strong attitude in the matter. The meeting approved. 


1929 


4th FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper said that a joint letter from the six leading 
Legal Societies had been sent to the Secretary of State for Scotland again drawing 
his attention to the desirability of appointing to the office of Lyon King a Scottish 
lawyer resident in Scotland and versed in Heraldry. 

Authority was given at the request of the Duke of Roxburghe, K.T., for Mr P. W. 
Adam making a copy of the picture of the Upper Hall with groups of the Knights of 
the Thistle and Heralds in their robes, with Mr Adam’s full approval. 


27th May. Mr P. W. Adam intimated that on reconsideration he would prefer 
to make a completely new picture of the Upper Hall with the Knights of the Thistle 
and Heralds in their robes instead of a copy of the present picture. This was agreed 
to, the Deputy Keeper remarking that he thought it satisfactory that the Upper 
Hall should be linked in this way with the Knights of the Thistle. 

A loyal address to His Majesty the King on his recovery from his recent illness 
was approved. 


19th June. Authority was given to co-operate with the other Legal Societies 
in promoting a Bill in Parliament dealing with discipline of Law Agents on similar 
lines to the Act recently passed for England. 


18th NovemBer. The cost of the renewal of the heating installation in the 
library was approved of at £446. 
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1930 


3rd Fepruary. The Deputy Keeper stated that he had received intimation 
from the Secretary of the Cockburn Association that the grandchildren of the late 
Lord Cockburn had kindly resolved to hand over to the Society for preservation in 
their library the manuscript in four volumes of his Lordship’s Circuit Journeys, 
a gift which the Society accepted with gratitude, and for which they conveyed their 
thanks to the donors and to the Cockburn Association, who had been largely instru- 
mental in getting the volumes handed over to the Signet Library. 

Professor Wedderburn reported with regard to the proposed Solicitors (Scotland) 
Bill which was under consideration of a Sub-Committee of the Joint Committee. 
He explained the provisions of the Bill, which would also deal with discipline. 

The Deputy Keeper reminded the Society of the invitation received from the 
American and Canadian Bar Associations to visit Canada and the United States in 
August and September, and stated that he thought it was desirable that the Society 
should, if possible, be represented. 


17th Novemper. The Deputy Keeper reported the result of the recent visit of 
members of the Society to Canada and the United States, and said they had 
received wonderful hospitality from the Canadian and American Bar Associations. 
The gentlemen who represented the Society on this visit were—the Deputy Keeper, 
the Fiscal, Mr G. F. Henderson and Mr J. J. Waugh ; and the Society agreed that a 
message of thanks and friendship should be sent to both Associations. 

The Society cordially approved of joining with the Faculty of Advocates in any 
celebration of the forthcoming 400th anniversary of the establishment of the Court 
of Session which might be arranged, and that this might give an opportunity to the 
Society of making some small return to Canadian and American visitors for their 
kind hospitality in connection with the recent visit of the members above mentioned 
to Canada and the United States. 


29th DECEMBER. The Society approved of the Report by the Collector’s Sub- 
Committee of the Bills Committee on the Solicitors (Scotland) Bill. 


1931 


13th ArRIL. The Deputy Keeper said that the question of the future manage- 
ment of John Watson’s Institution had been again discussed with the Education 
Endowment Commissioners, and he had found them much more sympathetic than 
on the previous occasion. He hoped that the Institution would still be made available 
for the same class of children as at present, although some alteration at the hands of 
the Commissioners was probable. 

He also reported that a hearing had taken place before the Commissioners in 
connection with Miss Mary Murray’s Institution, and it was hoped that the Commis- 
sioners would modify their altered scheme and come to a simpler and more practical 
arrangement for amalgamating some of the Homes concerned, which would conform 
more nearly to the spirit of Miss Mary Murray’s bequest. 

The Society agreed to lend all manuscripts of Sir Walter Scott belonging to the 
Society for exhibition in the National Gallery, under suitable safeguards and 
insurance. 


17th June. In connection with the proposal to demolish the Sheriff Court and 
erect on the site thereof the new National Library, the Fiscal said it was his duty to 
let the Society know the position with regard to the various rights and servitudes 
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in the Society’s favour as appearing from the titles, and a full report on the subject 
by him is recorded in the Minutes for future reference. 

The Deputy Keeper said that the Society must stand up for their legal rights and 
servitudes, and the Society thereupon passed the following resolution—‘‘ The 
society of Writers to H.M. Signet, in view of the absence of detailed ground and 
elevation plans of the proposed National Library to be erected on the site of the 
present Sheriff Court, respectfully request the National Library Trustees to allow 
the Society to inspect the proposed plans in detail and otherwise to afford the fullest 
information as to the proposals of the Trustees.” 

The Deputy Keeper reported that the Educational Endowments Commissioners 
had now proposed a scheme for John Watson’s Institution, under which the fine old 
building would be turned into a hostel. He said that the Governors were preparing 
further arguments against this change, and that he was sure the Society would 
approve of their further efforts to preserve the building as a School. 

He had nothing further yet to report with reference to Miss Mary Murray’s 
Institution. 

The Deputy Keeper reported the arrangements suggested for the 400th anniver- 
sary celebration of the College of Justice, and that it was estimated that the total 
cost of the celebrations would be about £1500, which would include a Dinner in the 
Parliament Hall and an At Home, and that each Society would be expected to give 
a guarantee for a proportion of the cost. 


16th Novemper. The retiral of Mr J. H. Notman from the Clerkship of the 
Society was intimated, and the Deputy Keeper paid a graceful tribute to Mr Notman 
for his long and valuable services. 

Mr James Milligan was thereafter unanimously elected Clerk to the Society in 
succession to Mr Notman. 

The Deputy Keeper reported that the Educational Endowments Commissioners 
had now informed the Governors of John Watson’s Institution that they were pre- 
pared to acquiesce in the continuance of the School as a boarding school although 
they proposed to limit the ages of the pupils. This was so far satisfactory, and he 
stated that during the discussions with the Commissioners it had appeared that their 
greatest difficulty arose from the fact that the staff of the Institution were not on 
the Government Superannuation Scheme. 

The Governors, however, were prepared to undertake to raise a sum of £2000 
privately in order to form a Superannuation Fund on the lines indicated in the state- 
ment of objections, and that the Commissioners had made it a condition that this 
fund should be subscribed, as without it the School would have to come to an end. 
He had already promises from members of £500 and hoped that others would help, 
as he did not wish to send out a formal appeal to all the members of the Society. 

The meeting approved of what had been done by the Directors in their efforts to 
maintain the School. 

The Deputy Keeper mentioned that the Lord President of the Court of Session 
and his Committee had decided to postpone the proposed centenary celebrations of 
the 400th anniversary of the establishment of the College of Justice until another 
year in view of the present national circumstances. 


16th DECEMBER. The Deputy Keeper said that a suggestion had been made by 
the Joint Legal Committee to revise the present Table of Fees, that he had asked 
the Fiscal to represent the Society on the Joint Legal Committee in the matter, and 
that the Fiscal would deal with the subject preliminarily with the help of his 
own Committee; and he asked that all members who had any suggestions to make 
regarding the Table of Fees should send them to the Fiscal. 
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1932 


23rd Marcu. The Duke of Buccleuch, Keeper of the Signet, in the Chair. His 
Grace accepted on behalf of the Society the portrait of the Deputy Keeper, painted 
by Mr J. B. Anderson, A.R.S.A., which had been subscribed for by members of the 
Society, along with a replica for Mrs Johnston. In accepting the portrait the Keeper 
made a graceful reference to the Deputy Keeper’s services, and the Deputy Keeper 
conveyed his thanks to the Society for the honour done to him. 


llth APRIL. The Deputy Keeper asked the Meeting to approve of the draft 
Solicitors (Scotland) Bill, as he would like the Society to give the lead to other 
Societies in the matter. The meeting agreed. 

The Deputy Keeper intimated that he had received a very kind letter from Lord 
Dunedin mentioning that he had made arrangements with his wife and son that on 
His Lordship’s death the picture of his father by Sir George Reid was to be handed 
over to the Society, and the Society record their grateful thanks for Lord Dunedin’s 
kind intimation. 


21st NOVEMBER. The Deputy Keeper said that a suggestion had been made for 
the Society holding an Annual Dinner with the object of keeping the Society together 
and also to show the public that the Society was a live body. Circulars had been 
sent out to members, 66 of whom had replied in favour of the dinner being held and 
34 against it, and the matter was left in the hands of the Office-bearers for further 
consideration. 


1933 


5th APRIL. The Society discussed the terms of the Administration of Justice 
(Scotland) Bill, and were of opinion that the proposed abolition of the Bill Chamber 
was not advantageous. 


21st JUNE. The Deputy Keeper reported that the Solicitors (Scotland) Bill had 
now been passed, and on his motion accorded to Professor Wedderburn the Society’s 
thanks for the great trouble and work he had undertaken in connection with this 
Bill. 

The Deputy Keeper said he was most anxious to spread the interest of the Society, 
especially among the younger members, and that he thought this interest would be 
wider if it had a General Council, consisting of the Office-bearers, examiners and 
ordinary members, who would hold regular monthly meetings, and under whom the 
ordinary business of the Society would be transacted. The meeting approved 
generally of this suggestion. 


20th NOVEMBER. The Society agreed to issue a new History of the Society in 
continuation of the History of the Society issued in 1890. 

The Deputy Keeper outlined the proposal for the formation of a General Council 
of the Society, one object of which would be that one-third of the members who were 
too junior to be Commissioners, would have a chance of being members of Council ; 
and it was agreed that the Scheme at present under consideration to that end should 
be circulated amongst the members. 


20th DECEMBER. The Deputy Keeper in referring to the proposed new General 
Council stated that it would make the Society more efficient and would encourage 
members, including the junior members, to take a more active interest in the 
Society. 
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The Society approved generally of the formation of this Council and remitted 
the matter to the Bills Committee to further consider the details of the Scheme and 
to report. 

The Deputy Keeper intimated that Professor Hannay had kindly undertaken to 
give his services in bringing the History of the Society up to date ; and Mr Andrew 
P. Melville was appointed to act as Convener of a Committee to get up the details 
of individual members, which would include both those who had died and those 
who were members at this date. In addition to the Office-bearers and the Convener 
the Committee appointed consisted of Mr Francis J. Grant, Mr William Roughead, 
and Mr R. S. Lindsay, with power to add to their number. (Mr Kenneth 
Sanderson subsequently joined the Committee.) 


1934 


5th FEBRUARY. On the motion of the Treasurer, the Society congratulated the 
Deputy Keeper on the honour of Knighthood recently conferred upon him, and 
the Deputy Keeper thanked the Society for their kind congratulations. 

The Deputy Keeper reported that Mr James Curle had presented. to the Society 
a framed list of the Staff in the employment of Mr Walter Scott, Sir Walter Scott’s 
father, and Mr Curle was thanked for his gift. 

The Society recorded that they could not see their way to make a contribution 
towards the Fund being raised for the purchase of the Codex Sinaiticus, as this 
was more a matter for individuals than for the Society at large. 

The Society resolved to entertain the Deputy Keeper at a Banquet in March 
in the Parliament Hall, and a Special Committee was appointed to carry out the 
arrangements. 


[Note—The Banquet was duly held in the Parliament Hall on 5th April 
1934, with the Treasurer in the Chair, in the unavoidable absence of the Keeper. 
A full report of the proceedings, taken from the Scotsman newspaper, is inter- 
leaved in the Minute Book for future reference. ] 


9th Apr. The Deputy Keeper reported that the Acts and Regulations pre- 
pared by the Sub-Committee and carefully considered by the Bills Committee had. 
been circulated amongst the members of the Society, and moved that they be now 
formally passed, which was agreed to. 

The Deputy Keeper said it was his duty, in accordance with the Scheme for the 
new Council, to nominate the first members of Council, and he suggested that the 
Council should consist of the Office-bearers, examiners, and Messrs. J. Q. Kirkpatrick, 
A. B. Campbell, A. H. M‘Lean, John Burns, G. Malcolm Stuart, J. P. Watson, 
Andrew P. Melville, Sir John Prosser, G. F. Henderson, W. H. Fraser, J. F. Fair- 
weather, L. L. Bilton, Thomas Yule, S. R. Simpson, J. D. H. Dickson, Commissioners, 
and Messrs. H. H. Monteath, J. L. Mounsey, J. E. Inglis, David Marshall, David 
Porter, Kenneth Murray, W. W. Learmonth, K. M. Oliphant, J. H. Richardson, 
and J. R. Gifford, who are not Commissioners. He explained that changes would 
be made in the Council at the October meeting, but those mentioned by him were 
to form the Council until October. This was agreed to. 


20th June. The Deputy Keeper mentioned that the formation of a Scottish 
Legal History Society, to be called the Stair Society, had originated from Lord 
Macmillan, and that a circular had been sent to all members of the Society, and 
he recommended all members to join. 

The Memorandum prepared by Professor Wedderburn on matters which might 
be dealt with in a new Conveyancing Bill was submitted, and members were asked 
to send in suggestions of other legal points which occurred to them, and which might 
be dealt with by legislation. 
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15th OCTOBER. Mr Andrew P. Melville reported that although a considerable 
time had elapsed since it was decided that a new History of the Society should 
be issued, no time had been wasted in overtaking the large amount of work which 
was necessary in this direction. The new Volume would be in four parts :— 


1. An Essay on the History of the Signet, by Professor Hannay ; 
2. A List of the Members ; 

3. An Abstract of the Minutes ; and 

4. An Index. 


With regard to the Essay, Mr Melville added that Professor Hannay had made 
great research into the History of the Signet and was tracing this from the days 
of King David II. He had taken a great deal of trouble over the matter, and he 
expected to have it completed within two months. As to the second part, the 
existing History of the Society contains 222 pages of names, but in the new Volume 
the list will extend to 400 pages. Records were kept by the late Mr Charles Cook 
and the Lyon King of Arms, and these have been placed at the disposal of the 
Committee, who are very much indebted to all those who have given their assistance 
in completing this list of members. Mr A. S. Blair and Mr William Roughead under- 
took to make the Abstract of the Minutes of the Society since the previous volume. 
The Index is a matter which will require great care, and Mr Melville suggested that 
authority should be given to the Committee to ask Mr Robertson, the junior 
Librarian, to assist in framing this. This was agreed to. 

The Deputy Keeper reported that he had made a suggestion to the Commissioners 
that the stair leading to the Commissioners’ Room should be carpeted and pictures 
hung on the walls to make the staircase more attractive, as the room was now 
used by the General Council and the Joint Legal Committee as well as by the 
Commissioners; and a small Committee was appointed to consider the matter 
and report. 


3rd DECEMBER. The Deputy Keeper said that the funds of the library gave 
cause for anxiety. More books were being constantly added, and this entailed 
considerable expense. A more serious matter, however, was that the Society would 
require to face, in the near future, the question of pensions to the Librarians who 
might find it necessary to retire. It was even possible that members might be 
asked for a yearly contribution towards the library to enable it to be maintained 
on the same standard and also to assist in meeting the necessary pensions. 

The Treasurer stated that Mr Minto, the Librarian, was not making the recovery 
from his accident which had been hoped for, and if he found it necessary to retire 
there would not only be the question of pension to be considered, but whether there 
was any justification for three Law Libraries being maintained under one roof. 
He did not think that any change need be contemplated in the meantime, but 
when a new Librarian comes to be appointed this matter must be considered. 


1935 


4th FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper intimated the resignation of Mr Minto, 
the Librarian, as the unfortunate sequence of his recent accident, from which he 
had never properly recovered, and that the Council had carefully considered the 
position and decided with regret to accept it. 

Mr Minto had been Librarian since 1906, and during that period had served 
the Society with great acceptance, and it was agreed that from lst February he 
should receive a retiring allowance at the rate of £250 per annum, and that should 
Mrs Minto survive him she should be given an allowance of £100 a year, all at the 
pleasure of the Society. 


414 THE SOCIETY OF WRITERS TO THE SIGNET [1935 


In view of Mr Minto’s retirement the Deputy Keeper reported that the Council 
recommended that Dr Malcolm, the present Librarian of the S.S.C. Society, should 
be appointed Librarian at a salary of £600 a year, and this was agreed to. 

The Deputy Keeper said that the question of the Library Staff had also to be 
considered, and that as Mr Mill, the Senior Assistant, had come to the library in 
1873 and was no longer able to undertake the heavy duties of the post, he should 
on his retiral be thanked for his valuable services over so long a period and given 
an allowance of £150 a year. 

On the motion of Mr Sanderson, it was agreed that members should show their 
appreciation of Mr Mill’s services by making him a personal gift, the subscriptions 
to which might be limited to 10s. each. This was approved. 


8th APRIL. The Loyal Address to His Majesty the King on the occasion of the 
Semi-Jubilee was read, and on the authority of the Meeting was signed by the 
Deputy Keeper and the Clerk instructed to forward it to the Secretary of State 
for Scotland. 

The Society voted 100 guineas to the Lord Provost’s Fund in connection with 
the Jubilee. 

The Deputy Keeper referred to the resignation of Lord Clyde as Lord Justice 
General and President of the Court of Session, and to the appointment of the Right 
Honourable W. G. Normand, K.C., to the office of Lord Justice General and Lord 
President of the Court of Session, and the Society unanimously passed the following 
resolutions :— 


1. “ That the Society of Writers to His Majesty’s Signet desire to record their 
sense of the loss sustained by the profession through the resignation of 
Lord Clyde after his brilliant career at the Bar and as Head of the Court, 
and they express the hope that he may long enjoy the leisure which he has 
so well earned.” 

2. “ That the Society of Writers to His Majesty’s Signet respectfully congratu- 
late the Right Honourable W. G. Normand, K.C., on his elevation to the 
office of Lord Justice General and Lord President of the Court of Session.” 


The Deputy Keeper reported that the redecoration of the Commissioners’ Room 
and staircase had now been completed, and he wished the Society to know that the 
President of the Scottish Law Agents’ Society at a recent meeting of the Joint 
Legal Committee had moved and passed a vote of thanks to the Society for their 
kindness in allowing the use of the room for their meetings. 


ABSTRACT OF THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
SOCIETY OF WRITERS TO THE SIGNET 
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9th May. (The first meeting of the new Council of the Society was held on this 
date, the Deputy Keeper in the Chair.) 

The Deputy Keeper said that this was the first meeting of the Council since its 
formation, and he hoped it would serve a useful purpose and be of great; interest to 
all the members. At this stage the business necessarily was purely formal and 
would be confined to the appointment of the various Committees, namely, the 
Treasurer’s Committee, the Fiscal’s Committee, the Professor’s Committee, the 
Collector’s Committee, and the Library Committee. 

These Committees were duly appointed. 

The matter of legal rights under a divorce, which was the subject of an important 
case now pending in the House of Lords, was mentioned, and as the Joint Legal 
Committee had appointed a Committee of their number to consider the law generally 
as to the rights of parties under a divorce as regards jus relictae or jus relicti, the 
Council, on a motion by the Deputy Keeper, remitted the matter to the Professor’s 
Committee for consideration and report. 

The question of holograph Wills was also referred to by the Deputy Keeper, and 
this was also remitted to the Professor’s Committee with instructions to keep in 
touch with the Scots Law Agents.Society’s Committee under Professor Girvan in 
the matter. 

Tt was agreed that all Bills presented to Parliament should be sent direct to the 
Deputy Keeper, the Office-bearers and Mr Burns, as a special Committee to consider 
same, and they would report to the Council thereon. 

It was also agreed to get an estimate for the provision of new tables in the Com- 
missioners’ room for use at Council meetings and meetings of the General Council 
formed under the Solicitors Act. 

The Council took into consideration the Clerk’s salary, which, looking to the 
amount of work thrown upon him recently, it was agreed was wholly inadequate, and 
remitted to the Deputy Keeper and the Office-bearers to increase Mr Milligan’s 
present salary by £150 if they thought that increase adequate in the circumstances. 


13th Juns. The Council decided after discussion that further consideration of 
the questions of legal rights, primogeniture, and divorce should be remitted to the 
Joint Legal Committee to consider what possible legislation might be suggested. 

The further question of holograph Wills forming a step in making up a title to 
heritage was also remitted to the Joint Legal Committee to consider. 

Tables for the Commissioners’ room, so as to accommodate more suitably the 
meetings of the Council of the Joint Legal Committee and other meetings, were 
authorised at a cost of £50. 

The Clerk’s salary was increased by £150 per annum. 

It was agreed that the Society should become annual subscribers to the Society 
of Comparative Legislation, as requested in a letter from Lord Macmillan, 
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It was also agreed to recommend that every member of the Society should be 
encouraged to join the Scottish Legal History Society. 


10th OCTOBER. The Council recommended the appointment of certain members 
to fill vacancies in the Council. 

A Memorandum of matters which might be dealt with in a new Conveyancing 
Bill was also submitted, and several other new matters were suggested for incorpora- 
tion in the printed Memorandum. 

The vacuum-cleaner which had hitherto been worked off the lighting installation 
was authorised to be connected up in future with the power installation, and appro- 
priate plugs for this were authorised. 

The redecoration of the Commissioners’ room and the back staircase was con- 
sidered, and estimates for the work ordered to be taken. 

A Special Standing Committee on Funds was appointed consisting of the Office- 
bearers and five other members of the Society. 


l4th NOVEMBER. The members of the various Committees were appointed. 

The Council remitted the Memorandum of matters which might be dealt with in 
a Conveyancing Bill, to the Joint Legal Committee, and added to that Memorandum 
one or two further points which the Council thought might with advantage be brought 
before the notice of the authorities. 


1935 


9th JANUARY. The question of Banks acting as Trustees and advertising for 
Executry work was considered, and the Deputy Keeper reported that he and Mr 
Shaw, as representing the Joint Legal Committee, had had a meeting with the Bank 
Managers in regard thereto. 

They had been listened to attentively by the Bank Managers, who promised to 
consider carefully all that had been said, but it was clear that Banks would not 
refrain from undertaking Trustee Work, although they were agreeable to discourage 
advertising and put a stop to canvassing by their Agents. 


25th JANUARY. The Deputy Keeper said that the meeting had been called to 
consider Mr Minto’s resignation as Librarian in consequence of his slow recovery 
from his recent accident. He said that Mr Minto was appointed Librarian in 1906, 
that his present salary was £600, and that the Library Committee had in the circum- 
stances agreed with regret to recommend the acceptance of Mr Minto’s resignation, 
and had also recommended that his present salary should continue for six months, 
and that thereafter he should be given a pension at the pleasure of the Society of 
£250 a year, and that in the event of Mrs Minto surviving her husband, she should 
have a voluntary pension at the rate of £100 a year. The Council approved. 

As regards a successor to Mr Minto, the Deputy Keeper suggested that 
Dr Malcolm, the Librarian of the S.S.C. Society, should be offered the post at a 
salary of £600 a year. 

The Treasurer stated that he had spoken unofficially to Dr Malcolm on the 
subject, who was willing to allow his name to be put forward for the appointment. 
The Council approved, and it was remitted to the Library Committee and the Finance 
Committee to consider the general question of the staff in the library and to report. 

(Dr Malcolm was appointed Librarian to the Society on 4th February 1935.) 


13th Marca. The Council considered the Housing (Scotland) Bill and the 
Memorandum submitted by the Faculty of Procurators in Glasgow on the Bill. 
After full discussion the Council were of opinion that they should not do anything 


430 THE SOCIETY OF WRITERS TO THE SIGNET [1935 


which might imperil the Bill, but should merely suggest safeguards and try to remove 
hardships, and that subject to this the Council might in general terms support 
the views expressed in the Memorandum ; and to that end a Special Committee, 
consisting of Professor Wedderburn and Messrs. M‘Lean, Miller Thomson, Malcolm 
Stuart and Marshall, was appointed to consider the Bill, with authority to put forward 
any amendments which they thought advisable and to send the same to the Scottish 
Office and to Scottish members. 

The Deputy Keeper reported that the date for Dr Malcolm’s starting work as 
Librarian had not yet been fixed, but that it had been decided to promote 
Mr Robertson and Mr Christie and in the meantime to make no new appoint- 
ment to the library staff. 

He also intimated that the subscriptions received from members of the Society 
for Mr Mill’s presentation had amounted to over £100, and that he had made this 
presentation on behalf of the subscribers to Mr Mill, who had expressed himself 
as extremely grateful. 

In submitting the letter from the Chairman of the Scottish Bank Managers, the 
Deputy Keeper said that he thought the result of the meeting with the Bank Managers 
had procured rather more concessions than had been expected in the matter of 
Banks acting as Trustees, etc. 

On the motion of the Fiscal, it was unanimously agreed to present a Loyal Address 
to His Majesty the King on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee, and it was remitted 
to the Deputy and Office-bearers to prepare this Address. 


10th APR. “Signet Office—The Deputy Keeper explained fully the circum- 
stances which had arisen and under which the existing arrangements in connection 
with the Signet Office and fees which had continued since 1846 in the Treasury’s 
Minute were to be altered. The fees payable at the Signet Office by Apprentices 
and Intrants have in the past been collected by the Treasury by means of fee fund 
Stamps and the Treasury have similarly drawn the ordinary Signet fees, and out 
of these fees they have paid the salaries of the Deputy Keeper and Signet Office 
Officials, the latter of whom have been occupied for one half of their time with 
actual Signet duties and the other half with questions connected with the Petitions 
and Indentures of Apprentices and Intrants. Under the new arrangement the fees 
payable by Apprentices and Intrants will be paid into a special account to be kept 
under the supervision of the Keeper, and out of these the salaries of the Deputy 
Keeper and Signet Office Officials will be paid. The Deputy Keeper explained that 
while the new arrangement was between the Scottish Office and the Treasury and 
involved the passing of an Act of Sederunt cancelling the fee fund dues before referred 
to, he had been aware of the negotiations and had been given an opportunity of 
explaining the position of the Society. He thought in many ways the new arrange- 
ment would be better for the Society, because it would remove the false impression 
that members of the Society were drawing money from the Treasury for conduct- 
ing the Signet Office, while in point of fact the expenses had been covered by the 
fees collected by the Treasury from Apprentices and Intrants. 

“ He also mentioned that the office of Deputy Keeper is formally recognised 
under the new arrangement, and in future there can be no misapprehension on the 
part of others that the Society was drawing public funds, and the Signet Office will 
still be managed as before. The Deputy Keeper added that all through the negotia- 
tions he had been in touch with the Keeper and the Office-bearers, to whom he had 
reported regularly. They had all cordially approved of the line he had taken.” 


Holograph Wills.—Professor Wedderburn reported that the Sub-Committee 
who are considering this question have in draft a Bill which they hope to promote 
to alleviate the position. The purpose is to try to amend Section 26 of the 1924 
Act and enact a similar clause which cannot be misinterpreted. He said that it had 
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been extremely difficult for the Committee to agree as to what legislation would be 
possible to make all holograph writings valid. It had been proposed that an Act of 
Sederunt should be passed to the effect that a more formal Affidavit should 
be sufficient to prove a holograph writing. 


Housing (Scotland) Bill—Professor Wedderburn submitted the Memorandum 
on the Housing Bill by his Sub-Committee, and the Council approved of this and 
remitted it to the Joint Legal Committee. 


Parliamentary Bills —It was reported that the question of supplying the Parlia- 
mentary Bills had been fully considered, and it had been decided that the present 
method of having all Bills supplied by a Stationer to the Office-bearers was un- 
satisfactory, as a large number of Bills were of no interest to Scotland. Messrs. John 
Kennedy and Company had offered to consider the Public Bills for a fee of £15, 15s. 
and forward those they considered necessary to the Office-bearers. This arrange- 
ment was approved by the Council, and the Clerk was instructed to communicate 
with Messrs. Kennedy. 


8th May. At the outset of the proceedings the Fiscal said that as Senior Office- 
bearer present, he begged to move that Professor Wedderburn, the new Deputy 
Keeper of the Signet, be invited to take the Chair as President of the Council. 

He said that in welcoming him as Deputy Keeper and offering to him the Council’s 
warmest congratulations on his appointment, Professor Wedderburn needed no 
assurance from the Council that he could always rely on the most cordial and loyal 
support of the Office-bearers, the Council and the whole Society in maintaining the 
dignity of the office and assisting him in the arduous duties which it involved. 

His appointment, the Fiscal ventured to think, was a peculiarly happy one, as 
he had the advantage of comparative youth, thus ensuring, it was hoped, a long 
and prosperous reign. He had the experience, the tact and charm of manner so 
essential in dealing with difficult questions and difficult people. 

Moreover, the active and prominent part he had taken in the deliberations of 
the General Council and of the Joint Legal Committee made it certain that those 
bodies and all other Legal Societies in Scotland would welcome his appointment 
as warmly as did the Council. 

The Fiscal then moved that the following resolution be recorded in the Minutes, 
namely :— 


“This Council warmly congratulates Professor E. M. Wedderburn on his 
appointment as Deputy Keeper of the Signet in succession to Sir William 
Campbell Johnston, LL.D., resigned, and assure him of their loyal support and 
assistance at all times in carrying out the onerous duties of that office.” 


The Fiscal, continuing, said it was always a pang to part with an old and valued 
friend, and doubly so in the case of Sir William Johnston, who for the past eleven 
years had served the Society—and indeed the whole Legal Profession—so loyally 
and ungrudgingly. Very few knew the enormous amount of work the office of 
Deputy Keeper involved, and what personal sacrifices he had to make to get through 
the work—no doubt much of it pleasant, some of it perhaps unpleasant, but all of 
it difficult and involving special qualifications. All these qualifications, he said, 
Sir William had in no small measure, and it was paying him no idle compliment to 
say that he had adorned the office in a way which no previous Deputy Keepers had 
surpassed and few had equalled. 

In more intimate matters, the Society were not unmindful of Sir William and 
Lady Johnston’s private hospitality on numerous occasions ; and it was gratifying 
to know that Sir William’s retirement was not due in any way to ill-health, but 
merely from a desire to be relieved from the pressure of business and to make way 
for a younger man better able to undertake the burden of the work. 
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He concluded by expressing the hope that Sir William would be long spared 
to enjoy his well-earned leisure. 

The Deputy Keeper, having taken the Chair as President of the Council, said 
he hoped the Council would not expect him to say much, as his feelings were very 
deep at the reception which they had accorded to him. It would, however, be 
his constant endeavour to maintain the dignity of the office and to earn the con- 
fidence which had been shown to him by the Keeper and the Council. 

The Deputy Keeper then moved that a resolution be recorded in the Minutes 
to the effect that the Council learned with deep regret that Sir William Johnston 
had resigned from the office of Deputy Keeper, and he referred to the signal success 
which had crowned Sir William’s efforts in very important matters affecting the 
welfare of the Society—notably the Royal Commission on the Court of Session, 
followed by the Administration of Justice Act of 1933, the Solicitors Act of 1933, 
and the establishment of this Council; and he specially mentioned Sir William’s 
recent success in satisfactorily settling with the Treasury regarding the position of 
the Signet Office and its continuance under the control of the Keeper and his Deputy 
in future. 

In addition, on behalf of the Council, he proposed to express to Sir William and 
Lady Johnston their grateful thanks for their kind hospitality and their cordial 
appreciation of all their efforts on behalf of the Society, and the hope that in the 
comparative leisure of his retirement from office, Sir William would continue to give 
the Society the benefit of his great experience and judgment for many years to come. 

The Deputy Keeper then said that his appointment as Deputy Keeper involved 
his resignation from the Chair of Conveyancing at the University as from the end 
of the present session, and that in accordance with the general custom it would 
be necessary for the Society to nominate two delegates from their number on the 
Committee of the Curators of Patronage, and he proposed that the meeting for 
the election of these delegates should take place on the 12th of June next. This 
was agreed to. 

The Fiscal reported that he had found nothing objectionable in the draft Edin- 
burgh Corporation Provisional Order, beyond the previous criticism with regard 
to the scope of Section 48, and that he had been in communication with the Town 
Clerk to see whether this Section might not be amended in accordance with the 
Society’s views, and that the Town Clerk had said he would be prepared to submit 
to his Law Committee any amendment the Society proposed. 

It was left to the Committee, consisting of the Deputy Keeper, the Fiscal, and 
Mr. Miller Thomson, to endeavour to frame some suitable amendment. 

The Deputy Keeper reported that in view of the Treasurer’s illness and inability 
to sign cheques, it had been arranged that in the interim all cheques on the Society’s 
Bank Account were to be counter-signed by him as Deputy Keeper. 


ABSTRACT OF THE COMMISSIONERS’ MINUTES 
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1820 


Ist Juty. Mr Colin Mackenzie of Portmore, W.S., one of the principal Clerks of 
Session, presented a Commission granted by the Right Honourable William Dundas, 
Principal Keeper of the Signet, in his favour as Deputy Keeper in room of Mr Hugh 
Warrender, deceased, which was ordered to be recorded. 


14th DECEMBER. The Deputy Keeper said that this meeting had been called to 
fill up the vacancy in the situation of Officer in consequence of the death of William 
Craig, and he begged leave to recommend James Bell, who had been “ many years 
his own servant and had uniformally conducted himself with perfect sobriety, 
honesty and civility.” 

The meeting unanimously appointed Mr Bell as Society’s Officer. 


1821 


10th Frsruary. A Petition and Complaint by Richard Mackenzie, W.S., Fiscal 
for the Society, against John Graham with Mr Graham’s Answers thereto, are 
recorded. 

The Complaint alleges that Mr Graham had within the last four months sub- 
scribed a great number of signet letters which were not drawn or written by himself 
or his actual apprentices or clerks, and had not taken or charged the full fees by 
law established for signing the signet letters above specified. 

Mr Graham in his Answers declined to admit that the matter fell under the cog- 
nisance of the Commissioners, adding that he “ has himself and family to support 
and is in duty bound to use all lawful means which God hath put into his power for 
subsistence to his family.” 


21st May. The Commissioners having considered the Petition and Complaint by 
the Fiscal against John Graham with Answers thereto, replies and duplies, find the 
Complaint relevant, and in respect the respondent does not expressly confess the 
facts charged, appoint the Complainer within eight days to state in a Minute on what 
mode or proof he offers to establish the same ; and appoint the Minute when given 
in to be intimated to the said John Graham and him to give in Answers thereto 
within eight days. 


12th June. The Fiscal resumed his Complaint against John Graham, and having 
referred to the deliverance of the Commissioners on 31st May last appointing Mr 
Graham to appear before the Commissioners at this time in order to depone, and 
having stated that Mr Graham not only failed to appear but had intimated by letter 
to the Assistant Clerk that he would not attend as he disputed the authority of the 
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Commissioners to call him to appear and depone, moved that the Commissioners in 
terms of the certification in such deliverances should hold him as confessed and 
proceed against him accordingly. 


[Note.—The Minutes contain a full report of the Case and are interesting 
reading as showing the very cumbersome and intricate pleadings of both parties, 
and as the Case ultimately was taken to the Court of Session and finally to the 
House of Lords, the official Reports can conveniently be referred to by those 
interested, namely W.S. Society v. Graham, 1823, 2 Shaw 214, and in the House 
of Lords, 1825, 1 W. and S., 538. 

Mr Graham challenged the title of Keeper, Deputy Keeper and Commissioners, 
the Treasurer and Fiscal suing in their own names, without stating that they 
did so on behalf of the Society. The Court of Session sustained the title of the 
Pursuers to sue and decerned in terms of the libel: but the House of Lords on 
appeal reversed this decision on the technical ground that the Society, being a 
corporation by custom, should have sued as a corporation.] 


1822 


17th January. The Deputy Keeper said that from communications which had 
been made to him, it appeared that cases sometimes occurred in which members of 
the Society, without any intention of infringing upon the exclusive privileges of the 
Society, yet allowed themselves from inattention or inadvertence to the regulations 
of which a strict and accurate observance is indispensable for the preservation of 
these privileges, to lend themselves to proceedings of an irregular sort ; and on his 
motion a special Committee was appointed with power in cases of the kind to desire 
a conference with the parties concerned and to seek explanations, and when neces- 
sary to give such caution or admonition as the case may require and to report from 
time to time without mention of particular cases except when necessary. 


1824 


7th Juty. It is minuted that the services of an apprentice are not transferable 
at the pleasure of the heir or executor of the deceased master, but that on the con- 
trary an apprentice may select the master whom he is willing to serve during the 
remainder of the five years, provided that individual is willing to receive him. 


1826 


18th May. A special Committee was appointed to meet with the Agent for the 
Earl of Moray and to concur with him in doing what may be considered necessary 
relative to the Hospital at Aberlour which was founded about a century ago by 
Anne, Countess of Moray, by Deed of Mortification under which her Ladyship 
appointed the Commissioners to be Trustees for the Hospital instituted for the benefit 
of four poor gentlewomen, three of whom were nominated by the Moray family and 
the fourth by the Commissioners. 


1828 


17th JANUARY. Mr Colin Mackenzie’s resignation as Deputy Keeper was inti- 
mated, and Mr Richard Mackenzie presented his Commission under the hand of the 
Right Honourable William Dundas, Principal Keeper of the Signet, as Joint Deputy 
Keeper of the Signet, along with Mr James Hope, W.S., the privileges of the office to 
be exercised by Mr Mackenzie in the first instance if present, and in the event of his 
absence by Mr Hope. 
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1829 


23rd FEBRUARY. The Principal Keeper of the Signet granted a Commission to 
Mr James Hope, Joint Deputy Keeper, to exercise the duties of Commissioner in the 
same manner and in all respects as if his name had been included in the List of Com- 
missioners formerly appointed. 


15th June. The bequest by the late James Dick, Esq., of Finsbury Square, 
London, of the whole residue of his estate to the Principals and Professors for the 
time being of the King’s and Marischal Colleges of Aberdeen in trust for the purpose 
of applying the annual produce thereof to the maintenance and assistance of the 
County parochial schoolmasters as by law established in the three counties of Aber- 
deen, Banff and Moray, excluding the Royal Burghs, was referred to along with a 
codicil revoking the direction in the Will for the residue of his fund to be paid over 
to and managed by the Principals and Professors of these two Colleges, and in lieu 
thereof directing his executors to make over all the residue to such individuals or to 
such committee or corporate body as in the judgment of his Executors would be 
most likely to carry his intentions into effect. From papers subsequently found in 
Mr Dick’s repositories it appeared that Mr Dick had contemplated that the manage- 
ment of the fund was to be entrusted to the Keeper and Deputy Keeper of the Signet 
and the eight senior Commissioners for the time being, along with the Treasurer of 
the Society. Certain proceedings followed in Chancery from which it appeared 
that the residue amounted to £131,580, in which proceedings the Master in Chancery 
directed that the Schoolmasters of the three counties interested should propose 
Trustees, which they did, recommending that the management of the Fund should 
consist of eleven individuals, namely, the Keeper and Deputy Keeper of the Signet 
for the time being, eight Commissioners to be chosen by and from the Commissioners 
of the Signet, and the Treasurer of the Society for the time being. The Commis- 
sioners, after deliberating on the subject, resolved unanimously to accept the trust, 
but upon the understanding that the Deed or Deeds vesting the property in the 
Trustees should contain the usual clause adopted in Scotland for the guarding of 
` them against personal risk, and remitted to a special Committee to report further 
in the matter. 


17th Juns. The Committee appointed to deal with the Dick Bequest reported 
that in a matter of such importance it would be proper to allow further time for 
deliberation before finally resolving to accept the trust, and a special meeting of the 
Commissioners was ordered to be called to consider the matter further. 


22nd June. The Commissioners at this meeting unanimously decided to accept 
the trust. 


1830 


15th FEBRUARY. Mr Thomas Ewart was deprived of the office of Writer to the 
Signet in respect of his conviction by the Court of Justiciary on 1st February 1830 
for the crimes of falsehood, fraud, breach of trust and embezzlement, and also perjury, 
Mr Ewart meantime having absconded and fled the country, and sentence of fugita- 
tion and outlawry having been pronounced against him. 


1833 


28th Marcu. The Deputy Keeper reported that a remit had been made to him 
by Lord Medwyn in connection with the Case, Thomas Thorburn, W.S. v. D. 8. 
Threshy, W.S., for his opinion whether there was any understanding, as was alleged 
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by the Defender, when a member of the Society acted for another member profession- 
ally, that no charge for professional fees was proper. The Commissioners, after 
some discussion, expressed it as their opinion “ that although it is usual for Writers 
to the Signet, from a feeling of courtesy towards their brethren who are resident in 
Edinburgh and are following the practice, to act for one another without making 
any charge for professional services, there is no understanding or professional rule 
on the subject, it being optional to the Agent employed to charge for his professional 
services or not as he may be inclined.” 


1835 


16th Novemsrr. The Commissioners appointed a delegate to act on behalf of 
the Society in connection with the bequest by Mr Lawrence Dundas many years 
ago “ for maintaining and educating three bursars at the Philosophy College in the 
University of Edinburgh,” the right of presentation being vested in the families of 
Dundas of Arniston, Dundas of Dundas and Dundas of Letham for the first presenta- 
tion of five years, and for the next presentation of five years in four delegates, two 
of whom were to be nominated from their own body by the Court, one by the Faculty 
of Advocates from their body, and one by the Commissioners of the Signet from 
their body, and so on alternately every five years. 


1836 


10th Marcu. The proceedings in the Case of the Trustees of Mr Alexander 
Stevens against Mr James John Fraser, W.S., which the Second Division of the 
Court had remitted to the Keeper and the Commissioners in order to report to the 
Court their opinion with reference to the professional conduct of the Defender, 
were considered. The Deputy Keeper explained the general nature of the Case as 
appearing from the Record, and after some discussion the meeting remitted to the 
Office-bearers of the Society and to certain others to consider the whole proceedings 
and to make any further investigations as to the circumstances of the Case which 
may appear to them to be expedient, and to report. 


15th Marcu. The case of Mr Fraser was again considered by the special Com- 
mittee with further papers lodged on his behalf, and allowed Mr Fraser to be heard 
and adjourned the meeting for that purpose. 


12th Aprm. The Committee having again considered Mr Fraser’s Case and 
relative papers, remitted to Mr Hope and Mr Douglas to examine Mr Fraser’s Cash 
Books and Ledgers, etc. 





Volume II 


1836 


13th June. The Deputy Keeper laid before the meeting the Report by the 
Committee of Commissioners relative to the Case of Mr James John Fraser remitted 
to them by the Second Division of the Court of Session. This Report deals in full 
with the whole circumstances, and the Committee found that Mr Fraser while acting 
as Agent under the Trust conducted the business entrusted to him in direct opposi- 
tion to the proper discharge of his professional duty towards the Trustees and the 
parties for whose behoof the Trust was created, and that in their opinion his conduct 
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has been highly blamable. The Report was adopted, and the Deputy Keeper was 
instructed to communicate the same to the Court and to transmit a copy thereof to 
Mr Stewart, as Agent for Mr Fraser. 


1837 


16th NovEMBER. Mr Harry Inglis, Writer to the Signet, presented a Petition 
stating that as confusion was caused by the fact that there was another Mr Henry 
Inglis, Writer to the Signet, he should be allowed to use the name of Mr Harry 
Maxwell Inglis. The Commissioners, however, decided that they had no power to 
authorise Mr Inglis to add to the name under which he entered on his apprenticeship 
and afterwards became a Writer to the Signet, but were of opinion that the Officers 
of the Signet might safely signet all letters prescribed by the Petitioner in the name 
proposed. 


1850 


6th Auvcust. The appointment of Mr James Hope as sole Deputy Keeper in 
consequence of the death of Mr Mackenzie, Joint Deputy Keeper, is recorded. 


1851 


8th NOVEMBER. The two Deeds of Mortification by Anne, Countess of Moray, 
relative to the Aberlour Hospital are recorded ad longum in the Minutes. 


1862 


2ist NOVEMBER. A Commission by Sir William Gibson-Craig, Bart., Principal 
Keeper of the Signet, in favour of Mr James Hope as Deputy Keeper, is recorded. 


1876 


21st June. The Deputy Keeper called attention to the proceedings which had 
taken place in the Court of Justiciary against Mr Joseph Dawson Wormald, W.S., 
when he was found guilty of crimes of breach of trust and of embezzlement and was 
sentenced to five years’ penal servitude. The Commissioners accordingly deprived 
him of the office of Writer to the Signet, and ordered his name to be expunged from 
the Roll of the Society. 


1880 


27th OCTOBER. A Memorandum in regard to the Trust of the late Miss Mary 
Murray of Dysart is recorded, and the Deputy Keeper explained that Miss Murray’s 
Trust having now devolved on the Keeper, Deputy Keeper and Commissioners of 
the Society, it was necessary to consider whether the Trust should be accepted. 
The meeting unanimously agreed to accept the Trust. 


1882 


23rd Marcu. A Commission in favour of Mr John Clerk Brodie as Deputy 
Keeper in place of the late Mr James Hope under the hand of the Earl of Glasgow, 
as Principal Keeper, is recorded. There is also recorded the Society’s sense of their 
loss through Mr Hope’s death, and their “ appreciation of the remarkable kindness, 
courtesy and gentleman-like conduct which members always experienced in their 
intercourse with him in the performance and discharge of the duties of his office.” 
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3rd APRI. The Committee dealing with Miss Mary Murray’s bequest report 
fully the purposes of the Trust, which are to apply the estate and accumulations in 
the establishment and maintenance of a Hospital in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh 
for the maintenance and education therein of children for domestic service, etc. 
The Committee report in favour of Schaw’s Hospital at Tranent as a suitable building 
for the Institution, and the Commissioners appointed Mr W. J. Dundas, Writer to 
the Signet, as Clerk and Treasurer of the Trust. 


[Note.—From a perusal of the Minutes in this Volume it is interesting to 
note that, until comparatively recently, the usual Apprentice Fee was £200 ; 
also that in connection with the examination of Apprentices for entrance into 
the Society, the examiners, in a number of cases, report at length on the 
applicant’s examination papers—e.g. “ fair,” “‘ moderate,” “ very good,” ete— 
and in connection with the names of several of these gentlemen who afterwards 
-attained eminence in the profession, these comments are most interesting and 
instructive reading.] 





Volume III 


1885 


16th Novemper. The appointment of Mr John Milligan as Substitute Keeper 
in succession to the Honourable J. W. Moncreiff was intimated. 


1887 


27th JUNE. A long Memorial to the Lords of Council and Session relative to the 
office of Notary Public is minuted. 


20th DECEMBER. A Commission by the Earl of Glasgow as Keeper in favour of 
Mr Charles Bowman Logan as Deputy Keeper in room of Mr John Clerk Brodie, 
who had resigned in consequence of the state of his health, was ordered to be recorded ; 
and the Society minute their great appreciation of Mr Brodie’s services, and extend 
their congratulations to Mr Logan on his appointment. 


1889 


18th Novemper. The Keeper of the Signet, who was in the Chair, said that 
Mr Charles Bowman Logan had on 17th September last resigned the office of Deputy 
Keeper in consequence of his being a candidate for Parliament, and that as Mr 
Logan had not been elected, he had on 19th October last reappointed him Deputy 
Keeper. 


1890 


3rd FEBRUARY. A letter was read from Mr W. J. Cullen, W.S. (afterwards the 
Honourable Lord Cullen) resigning membership of the Society with a view to qualify- 
ing himself for admission to the Faculty of Advocates. 
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25th APR. The death of the Earl of Glasgow, Keeper of the Signet, having 
taken place on the 23rd inst., the usual Petition by the Deputy Keeper to be appointed 
Interim Keeper of the Signet was presented to the Court and the Petition granted. 


18th Junr. The Duke of Montrose, K.T., having been appointed Lord Clerk 
Register and Keeper of Her Majesty’s Signet, granted a Commission in favour of 
Mr C. B. Logan as Deputy Keeper. 


1891 


19th OCTOBER. The name of Mr James Gordon Syme was ordered to be expunged 
from the Roll of the Society in respect of his conviction at the Marlborough Street 
Police Court, London, on 21st September 1891. 


18938 


21st JUNE. The new regulations respecting apprentices and intrants to the 
Society were approved of. 


1904 


21st NOVEMBER. The Commission by the Duke of Montrose, as Keeper of the 
Signet, in favour of Mr James Hume Notman, W.S., as Substitute Keeper, is recorded. 


12th DECEMBER. The revised regulations respecting apprentices and intrants to 
the Society are recorded ad longum. 


1905 


9th JUNE. The Commission by the Duke of Montrose, in favour of Mr George 
Morison Paul as Deputy Keeper of the Signet in room of Sir Charles Bowman Logan, 
who had held the office of Deputy Keeper since 1887, is recorded with grateful 
appreciation of Sir Charles Logan’s services to the Society. 


1909 


30th JUNE. The Deputy Keeper said that the Meeting had been called to take 
cognisance of a case of discipline against a member of the Society which had been 
brought under his notice by Lord Mackenzie. 

The Fiscal said it was with great regret that he had to submit a complaint against 
Mr W. R. Mackersy, W.S., for professional misconduct in charging, in Business 
Accounts incurred to him in connection with the two Actions in the Court of Session, 
for copies of Notes of Evidence which had not been so copied by him. 

The Commissioners ordered the complaint to be intimated to Mr Mackersy and 
allowed him to lodge Answers with the Clerk within eight days. 


21st JuLy. Mr Mackersy having lodged Answers to the above-mentioned com- 
plaint, appeared before the Commissioners and gave his explanation in regard to the 
charges against him. 

The Commissioners found the charge of professional misconduct established, and 
resolved that Mr Mackersy be censored from the Chair in their presence. This was 
done, and the Deputy Keeper informed Mr Mackersy that the proceedings would be 
reported to the Court, and that it would rest with them to take any further steps in 
the matter which they might think it right to take so far as regards his position as a 
Law Agent practising before the Court. 
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1911 


14th DECEMBER. The name of Mr John Boyd Cairns, W.S., who had passed on 
14th July 1853, was struck off the Roll of members in respect that he had not been 
heard of for upwards of fifty years, and was very largely in arrear with his annual 
payments to the Widows’ Fund. 


1914 


13th Aueust. The question of whether the period of war service by apprentices 
should count as part of the period of their indentures was sympathetically considered, 
and the matter postponed till it was seen how long the War would last. 


1918 


18th NOVEMBER. It was remitted to the Office-bearers, etc., in view of the 
approaching return from war service of persons who desire to become apprentices or 
who are already under indenture, to consider as to whether some, and if any, what 
modifications in the existing regulations might be made for such persons entering 
upon or completing their indentures and becoming members of the Society. 


1919 


3rd FEBRUARY. The Report of the Committee appointed on 18th November 
last to consider what modifications should be made in the existing regulations for 
persons returning from war service, which had been circulated, was considered and 
approved. 


8rd APRIL. The regulations for apprentices and intrants in connection with 
war service was further considered and finally approved. 


1923 


5th FEBRUARY. The name of Mr W. C. Murray, W.S., who had passed on 17th 
November 1864 and had not been heard of for a very long time, and whose subscrip- 
tions to the Widows’ Fund were in arrear for thirty-six years, was ordered to be 
removed from the Roll of Members. 

The Deputy Keeper called attention to the remarks of Lord Blackburn in the 
recent Action of Lynch v. Allan with regard to the conduct of the Pursuer’s case, 
and he moved that the matter should be remitted to the Fiscal to consider and report. 


llth Aprm. The Fiscal read his Report regarding the case of Lynch v. Allan, 
and said that he had to submit, for the reasons stated in his Report, a Complaint 
against Mr William Robert Mackersy, W.S., for gross professional misconduct in 
connection with the case. 

The Complaint was read to the meeting, and is engrossed at length in the Minutes, 
and the Deputy Keeper then moved that the Commissioners order the Complaint to 
be intimated to Mr Mackersy and allow him to lodge Answers with the Clerk within 
eight days, which was unanimously agreed to. 


16th May. The Deputy Keeper stated that as instructed at last meeting the 
Complaint against Mr Mackersy had been intimated to him, that he had lodged 
Answers thereto, and that a Print of the Fiscal’s Report of the Complaint and of the 
Answers had been circulated among the Commissioners. 
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The Fiscal then stated his views on the Answers and said that in his opinion the 
Complaint was well founded, and Mr Mackersy having been called in, gave an explana- 
tion in regard to the charges against him, and urged that before the Commissioners 
took a decisive step he should be allowed an opportunity of rebutting the charges. 

Thereafter the meeting unanimously approved of the following motion :— 


“ Having considered the Report by the Fiscal along with the Complaint prepared 
by him and served on Mr Mackersy, and the Answers by Mr Mackersy, and having 
heard their verbal statements, this meeting of the Commissioners hold that Mr 
Mackersy has failed to give a satisfactory answer to the Complaint: Resolve to 
recommend the Society to instruct the Fiscal in consultation with the Deputy Keeper 
and Office-bearers of the Society to present and follow forth a Petition to the Court 
in the name of the Society, the Keeper and such other members as he sees fit, setting 
out the circumstances dealt with in the Report, Complaint and Answers, and also 
the circumstances relating to any other proceedings of a similar character in which 
Mr Mackersy acted as Agent and which the Deputy Keeper and said Office-bearers 
may consider ought to be submitted to the Court at the same time: and which 
Petition would pray the Court to direct Mr Mackersy’s name to be removed from the 
Roll of Law Agents: and also resolve that Mr Mackersy be suspended from acting 
as a Writer to the Signet, or using the name and style of Writer to the Signet, and 
that until the disposal of said Petition or until the Society or Commissioners shall 
otherwise resolve.” 


Mr Mackersy was then recalled and the Deputy Keeper formally intimated to 
him the terms of the motion. 


1924 


25th June. The Fiscal reported the judgment of the Court in the Petition at 
the instance of the Society against Mr W. R. Mackersy and read the Interlocutor 
dated 14th inst., pronounced by the First Division, which found that Mr Mackersy 
had been guilty of misconduct as a Law Agent in the Action Lynch v. Allan, and 
had suspended him from the exercise of his office of a Law Agent in Scotland for 
the period of one year from the date of the Interlocutor. 

` The meeting in the circumstances resolved that Mr Mackersy’s name should be 
struck off the Roll of the Society, and Mr Mackersy having been called in to the 
meeting, the Deputy Keeper intimated to him that the Commissioners, after careful 
consideration of the case, had found it incumbent on them to deprive him of the 
office of Writer to the Signet, and had ordered his name to be expunged from the 
Roll of the Society. 

The Commission by the Duke of Montrose in favour of Mr William C. Johnston, 
as Deputy Keeper of the Signet in room of Sir George M. Paul, who had held office 
since 1905, was ordered to be recorded, and the Minutes record the high appreciation 
by the Society of Sir George Paul’s services, and congratulate Mr Johnston on his 
appointment. 


1925 


9th FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper read a communication from the Local 
Adviser of Indian Students in Edinburgh enquiring as to the steps required to be 
taken by a native of Bengal for admission as a member of the Society. 

After a discussion, it was agreed that the matter be remitted to the Deputy Keeper 
and Office-bearers to consider the application with power to deal therewith and 
with liberty to consider and report on the question of admission generally. 

The question of a photographic group of the Society as a memento of Sir George 
Paul’s term of office as Deputy Keeper was, after discussion, allowed to drop. 
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17th JUNE. A special Committee was appointed to consider the tenure of the 
offices of the Treasurer, Fiscal and Clerk. 


16th NovEMBER. The Report of the Committee as to the tenure of the offices of 
Treasurer, Fiscal, Collector and Clerk was unanimously approved of. 


llth DECEMBER. In consequence of the death of the Duke of Montrose on 10th 
December last it was intimated that Mr William Campbell Johnston had been 
appointed Interim Keeper of the Signet until His Majesty should be pleased to 
name a new Keeper. 


1926 


lst FEBRUARY. The appointment of the Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry, 
K.T., as Lord Clerk Register and Keeper of the Signet was intimated, and that His 
Grace had renewed in favour of Mr William Campbell Johnston his appointment as 
Deputy Keeper, and also the appointment of Mr J. H. Notman to be Substitute 
Keeper of the Signet, and of Mr James Milligan, W.S., to be Clerk and Extractor 
of the Signet. 


1929 


25th FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper reported with regard to the draft Schemes 
which the Directors had lodged with the Educational Commissioners regarding 
John Watson’s Institution and Miss Mary Murray’s Institution, which he explained 
in detail. The meeting approved. 


10th Arrt. The Deputy Keeper gave further explanations with regard to the 
draft Schemes in connection with those Institutions, and the meeting authorised 
these Schemes to be submitted, with any adjustment thereon which might be con- 
sidered advisable, to the Education Department. 


27th May. The meeting approved of the suggestion that in connection with the 
Scheme for John Watson’s Institution a Director nominated by the Town Council 
would be advantageous. 


18th Novemper. The meeting approved of the Deputy Keeper’s suggestion that 
in November of each year in future a short Report of what had been discussed during 
the past year should be sent to members for information. 


1930 


3rd FEBRUARY. The Deputy Keeper explained the circumstances under which 
the Educational Endowments Commissioners had proposed that John Watson’s 
Institution should be closed down, and had asked the Directors to elaborate a 
Scheme for a hostel. He explained the Directors’ objections to such a hostel at 
length, and the members present strongly urged that the School should be maintained 
as at present, and strenuously objected to the hostel proposal, and the meeting 
authorised the Directors to proceed on these lines. 
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Volume IV 


1930 


29th DECEMBER. At an informal meeting of the Commissioners held at the 
close of the stated meeting of the Society on this date, at which the difficulty 
which had occurred in connection with the Agents for the Poor in Civil Causes 
was considered, the Deputy Keeper explained the circumstances, and the Com- 
missioners expressed the view that if it was made known to the junior members 
of the Society and if no one volunteered to do the work for this year, it would be 
necessary to ballot among those who had passed at the last examination. 

He also mentioned that the whole question of the appointment of Poor Agents 
was under the consideration of the Fiscal’s Committee with a view to a report 
being made. 


1932 


15th June. The Deputy Keeper mentioned that a letter had been received 
from the Faculty of Law in Cambridge University stating that in 1931 the Faculty 
Board of that University decided to arrange for the teaching of the Law of Scotland 
by a course of lectures and supervision, and to include that subject in Part 2 of 
the Law Tripos, and asking whether the inclusion of Scots Law in the Law Tripos 
to the extent mentioned would be considered equivalent to and as exempting from 
the examination which candidates have to pass to qualify for admission to the 
Society. 

A similar letter had been sent to the University and to the Faculty of Advocates, 
and it was agreed that the matter should be left in the hands of the Office-bearers 
in consultation with the Faculty of Advocates, and with power if necessary to 
prepare and adopt any alteration in the Regulations for Intrants that might be 
necessary. 


1933 


21st JUNE. An application by an Apprentice, who had been indentured in 
October 1929 for a period of three years, for admission to the Society, was considered. 

It transpired that the Apprentice, who was a passed Law Agent and in business 
on his own account, had agreed to amalgamate his business with that of the Master, 
but that this, owing to certain private reasons, had not been carried out, with the 
result that the Apprentice had not actually served his Master in the ordinary and 
usual way by entering his office, and that the Master was therefore not in a position 
to grant the usual Certificate that his Apprentice had so served him during the 
period of the Indenture. 

In these circumstances the Master felt that he could not properly discharge 
the Indenture, nor could the Apprentice take the usual Oath of Service that he 
had really truly and bona fide served his Master during the whole period of the 
Indenture, and had not acted as an Agent or Solicitor during that period independent 
of his Master. 

It was therefore clear that the Indenture had not been carried out in ordinary 
form, and the first question to be decided by the Commissioners was whether in 
the very special circumstances they were willing to admit the Apprentice as a 
member of the Society under Section 19 of the Law Agents Act of 1873. 

The Treasurer said the Society had always insisted on a W.S. Indenture being 
served in full and he did not think the Society should depart from the regulations, 
as it was clear in this case that the Indenture in question had lapsed, and he moved. 
that the Apprentice should not be admitted as a member of the Society. 
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The Fiscal said that he was of opinion that the Society had power under 
Section 19 of the 1873 Act to admit the Apprentice, and that in his opinion the 
Society should not refuse to admit him as the circumstances were exceptional, and 
that the Society should be generous in dealing with the application. 

On a division the Treasurer’s motion not to admit the Apprentice was carried 
by a small majority. 

The further question of the refund of the fees paid by the Apprentice was then 
considered, and the Treasurer said he was opposed to refunding these fees, as at 
no previous time had fees been returned, except where an Apprentice was killed 
in the War and his representatives applied for repayment. 

Mr Burns, however, mentioned two special cases within his knowledge, in one 
of which the fees were returned, and in the other withheld, and he also thought 
there had been other applications where some had been granted and some refused. 

On a motion by the Fiscal that the fees be refunded, a vote was taken, when it 
was decided that the fees paid to the Widows’ Fund could not be refunded, but 
that those paid to the Society should be refunded to the Apprentice. 


1934 


9th APRIL. The Commissioners considered the new Acts and Regulations of the 
Society, which had been circulated and which had been framed by a special Com- 
mittee, and considered very carefully by the Bills Committee. The Deputy Keeper 
explained the general purport of the Scheme, under which the Council in future 
would manage the affairs of the Society. 

The Scheme was approved of, with the addition in preamble to the draft of a short 
résumé of the History of the Society “ in order that future generations should know 
of the Society’s connection with the College of Justice.” 


15th OctopER. The Deputy Keeper reported that under the Acts and Regula- 
tions three Commissioners on the first Council retire at this time, and during the 
first four years after the inauguration those who retire are to be selected by ballot. 

On this occasion no ballot is required, as three Commissioners have found it 
necessary to retire from the Council—Mr Andrew P. Melville, Mr L. L. Bilton, and 
Mr Thomas Yule. A circular was recently sent out to the Commissioners reminding 
them of the changes in the Council and asking for nominations of new members. 
As no nominations were sent in to the Clerk, the Council had no alternative but 
to suggest names to fill the vacancies. They suggested that Mr J. H. Macdonald, 
Mr A. G. Cairns, and Mr W. L. Christie be appointed members of Council. The 
meeting approved. 

The Deputy Keeper reported that new tables for the Commissioners’ Room 
had now been purchased and the room seated for larger meetings. The Society 
entertain the General Council and Joint Legal Committee for their meetings, and 
it had been mentioned that the stair leading up to the Commissioners’ Room might 
be made to look somewhat better by having a carpet on the stair and prints on 
the walls. The Deputy Keeper suggested that a small Committee consisting of 
Mr Kenneth Sanderson, Mr R. K. Blair, and Mr A. O. Curle might be appointed 
to consider what might be done in this direction. This was approved. 


1935 


8th Aprit. The Deputy Keeper reported to the meeting that the Scheme for 
John Watson’s Institution which had been prepared was dated the 21st of February, 
and the appointed date was lst September of this year. He thought it most satis- 
factory that it had been possible to keep the Trust Funds vested in the Governors, 
and the Scheme taken as a whole seemed to him to be a subject for congratulation, 
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more especially as the Educational Endowments Commissioners in the first instance 
had suggested abolishing the School. 

He then explained shortly the Sections of the new Scheme under which the 
Endowment remains vested in “ The Keepers and Commissioners of the Signet 
Trustees of John Watson’s Fund.” The Governing Body will be known as “ The 
Governors of John Watson’s Trust.” 

Under Section 2 it is provided that the business of the Endowment shall be 
conducted either at ordinary meetings of the Governing Body or at meetings 
summoned for the purpose. As it is impossible for the whole Commissioners of the 
Signet to be called to every meeting, he suggested that the practical course would 
be to continue a Committee of Governors, consisting as at present of the Deputy 
Keeper and twelve Commissioners of the Society, who should deal with the Business 
of the Endowment, reporting annually as before to the Commissioners and obtaining _ 
formal approval of their actions where that seemed to be necessary under the 
Scheme. 

The Scheme provides for the provision of a separate fund under the name of 
Superannuation Fund, consisting of not less than £2000, and he reminded them 
that provision had already been made for this by funds subscribed by members of 
the Society. 

The Governing Body have power to make regulations for the exercise of their 
powers under the Scheme, provided these are not inconsistent with the provisions 
of the Scheme, and they may alter and repeal said regulations. This fits in with 
the arrangements already suggested for a Committee of Governors. 

The Governing Body through this Committee will exercise supervision and 
control over the Endowment, and they are to appoint a Board of Directors and 
delegate to the Board the management of the School to be conducted under the 
Scheme, the award of bursaries and allowances, and such of the other functions of 
Governing Body as the Governing Body may think fit. 

The Board of Directors is to consist of eight persons nominated by the Governing 
Body, four by the Corporation of Edinburgh from the Education Committee, one 
by the Merchant Company Education Board, and one by the John Watson Club. 
Women as well as men are eligible for nomination for appointment to the Board 
of Directors. 

The Governing Body are to make regulations as to the method of appointing 
Directors, the term of office, the quorum of Directors, the mode of conducting 
business at Board Meetings, and, subject to the provisions of this Scheme, the 
powers to be exercised by the Board of Directors. 

The Deputy Keeper further pointed out that while the Governing Body were 
in a strong position to retain all powers which they thought advisable in managing 
the Endowment, it was obvious that the Board of Directors should be given such 
proper and reasonable powers that they might feel that the management of the 
School was actually and properly delegated to them, and that they were not unduly 
hampered in the exercise of their duties. 

He thought there might be some little difficulty in adjusting the relative duties 
of the Governing Body and the Board of Directors, but that the rules to be made 
now should be made in such a way that they would be likely to facilitate convenient 
working, and at the same time they might be revised and improved later on if they 
were found not to be satisfactory after they came to be dealt with and discussed 
between the Governing Body and the Board of Directors. 

The suggestions made by the Deputy Keeper were approved of, and it was 
left to the present Committee of Governors to prepare the necessary regulations 
under the Scheme with a view to having them ready for final adjustment by the 
beginning of September, when the Scheme will come into full operation. 

The meeting approved generally. 


